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Activity 13: Evaluation and planning

The aim of this activity is to warm Ss up for the forthcoming activities. We must bear in mind that the aim is for Ss to reflect on the activities they have practiced so far and to make use of the language learnt during the assessed part. That is, T should encourage Ss to look in detail at the materials handled and used, recall the structures and vocabulary practiced during the period and use them as a tool to communicate with their peers and T in the context of the unit.

At this stage, and taking into account that they are already trained and familiar with the activity, T should try to move further on and start eliciting from Ss reasons for their evaluation.

Interaction sample:

T: What are we going to do today?

H: Check the planning and evaluate the activities.

T: Fine, so let’s go through the planning. Please, everybody find activity X in your diary/folder. Do you remember? (To H) What was it about? What did we do? Which materials did we use? (To the group) What is your opinion about it? Why? What did we learn?/What information did we obtain in this activity? How did we work? (pairs, group, individually, …).

Along with the H, T should record opinions and reasons on the b/b or preferably on paper (A3 or A1, if possible). The opinions may be given in their mother tongue, T should translate and jot them down. This opinion-giving structure and vocabulary can become a bank of language for specific purposes or function-oriented. Not only that, but T should make profit of this activity to develop some other learning strategies like reasoning, reflecting on one’s and others’ opinions, showing respect to peers’ opinions, reflecting on one’s own work, etc.

T should repeat the same procedure with all the activities, posing some questions to the H and some others to the group and encouraging participation.

When Ss are asked to write down their evaluation about the activities, T should encourage them to write not only the name of the activity and some type of standard ‘I liked…/I didn’t like’ expressions, but also further comments elicited from the evaluation activity itself. If they have a recorded personal evaluation, they can use it when doing the next evaluation session so it is a way of giving them more resources to broaden their use of language at different levels.

This activity offers good opportunities for both revision practice or everyday classroom language and language of the unit. In this particular case focus on:

What did we learn about? We learned about…

What did we do with that information? We named parts of the body and wrote sentences about them.

What new vocabulary (semantic fields) did we learn? Body limbs, joints, …

What type of activities did we do? Did we talk about …? Did we write in our S&S Book? Did we sing a song/say a tongue twister? Did we perform a story? … .

Excellent/Very nice/Nice/Not so nice/Bad

In this activity I learnt … / Now I know … .

Activity 14: Story Telling, ‘Dr. Dog’

Ss in this activity listen to a story and then choose the characters for the performance.

-Ok, children. Let’s see if you can guess what we’re going to do today! Have a go at it.

-Let me show you this. Do you know what this means?

-Wonderful! It’s story time. I’m going to read you a story. Can all of you see me? Are you sitting comfortably on the floor/the chair? Right!

-Now, have a look at the cover and try to guess what the story is about. Ok/Good answer/Very good!/… . How many pages do you think it has?

-About … .

-Excellent!/A good try!/ … .

-So, now I want you to … all together … Open your eyes ,open your ears, zip your mouth and pay attention. Very good!

-Did you like the story? Do you want to listen to it again? What! Am I hearing some Noes? Ok H, let’s count who wants to listen to it again. Raise your hands, please! …

-Once again all together, open your… .

-What was the story about? Was it a story about (Ss’ hypotheses)? Did (Ss’ hypotheses) happen? / … .

-Now, you are going to choose one character for the performance. So H, ask them to come to the front of the class one by one and to choose a character from the pile/the bag/… .

Activity 15: Rehearsal, ‘Dr. Dog’

This activity might take longer because Ss work on the performance script and rehearse it.

Step 1- T tells the story again.

-Children, before we start doing the rehearsal I’m going to read the story again. So listen carefully.

Step 2-

-Now, H is going to hand you the script so that you can start reading and learning your part. Before we start, let’s go through the dramatizing hints once again. When you act out your part, say the words/sentences loudly, don’t speak softly, so that everyone will hear what you are saying.

-Let’s start reading the script. H, switch on the tape/Cd recorder.

-As you all know, you are going to take a tape home so that you can work on it.

Activity 16: Performance, ‘Dr. Dog’

The aim of this activity is to perform the story in front of an audience.

Step 1- T ask Ss to start preparing the things they need for the performance.

-Children, today’s the day. Are you nervous? Do we have butterflies in our tummies? Don’t worry, all you have to do is, 1st, breath deeply and 2nd, be yourselves, be natural. All the rest will come out smoothly.

-Now, get into groups. H, who’s presenting the play? Who’s saying the tongue twister? Who’s singing the song? … Ok!, very good!.

Step 2- Ss present the play, sing a song, say a tongue twister, act out the story, … . Meanwhile the T records the performance.

Step 3- When the performance come to an end, H can ask the audience the following question:

-What do you think of the performance?

-I think it was wonderful/fantastic/ …

Activity 17: Sing & Say Book, ‘Hokey Cokey’

Ss write the lyrics of the song ‘Hokey Cokey’ in their S&S Books.

Step 1- T tells Ss that they are going to write the song they have learnt.

-Children, in order to write the lyrics of the song, what do we need? You’re right, 1st we need scrap paper and our S&S Book; 2nd, we need a pencil/… . Now H, hand out these exercise books so that we can start writing.

-How many in your group?

-Four.

-Here you are.

Step 2- In pairs or small groups, Ss write the beginning of the song on scrap paper, the way they think it is. Then T writes the first line on the b/b. Ss check their written production. T and Ss follow the same procedure with the rest of the song. Once this has been done, Ss copy the correct version in their S&S Books.

Step 3- T and Ss say and write some words which have the same sound.

-Pay attention children. Look at these words. Can you say them? For example this one. Nice try. And this one. Listen to me. Now say them after me. See how we say these words. Now write them down.

Step 4- T and Ss learn and practice a tongue-twister.

-Now children, I want you to listen carefully. Are you ready? Now, it’s your turn. Once again. Lovely! Now you have to say it very slowly. This time you’ll have to say it three times to your head but silently. Well done!

Activities 18-19: Booklet, ‘My Health Book’

In this activity Ss are going to make a booklet. Ss talk about illnesses and remedies.

Step 1- T asks Ss about missing children and why they are not at school (routines).

-Who’s absent/missing today? What’s the matter with them? Are they sick? / Is s/he sick? / What has s/he got?

-S/he has a cold/the flu/earache/… .

Step 2- T and Ss to number the types of sicknesses/illnesses they can remember from the book. H/T writes them/sticks the labels on the b/b or a big paper wall chart.

-Children, do you remember Dr. Dog and his adventures with the Gumboyle family? Well can you tell me/H different types of sickness that appeared in the book?

-What did the Gumboyles have?

-They had a cough, lice, … .

Step 3- T and Ss have an open discussion about different types of illnesses they have suffered from and the remedies that were applied. In this activity T introduces new types of illnesses that don’t appear in the book such as chickenpox, earache, … . If Ss volunteer any new illness, T will write it on the b/b or wall chart.

-Illnesses: chickenpox, cold, earache, tummy ache, tonsillitis, worms, lice, … .

-Remedies: tablets, a mixture, an injection, chamomile, lemonade, boiled rice, talcum powder, smelly shampoo, vinegar, aspirin, worm medicine, eardrops, … 

-Can anybody tell us the name of an illness that you have been affected by/suffered from?

-Have you ever had a cold/lice/worms/… ?

-Yes, I have … / No, I didn’t.

-What did the doctor/mum/dad/ give you, tablets, a mixture, an injection, chamomile, lemonade, … ?

-The doctor/mum/dad/he/she gave me some tablets, … .

-I have lice. Do you want to use my comb?

-If you have lice, what should/shouldn’t you do?

-Don’t swap combs and brushes.

-Have you ever heard of this type of illness: chickenpox (a disease that causes a mild fever and a rash of itchy inflamated pimples which turn to blisters and then loose scabs –varicela), an earache (pain inside the ear), travel sickness (suffering from nausea caused by the motion of a moving vehicle), … .

-Now, that’s a new one. This is how we say it in English/let’s find it in the dictionary.

Step 4- Ss make a booklet about their own illnesses. T shows her/his own booklet already done (better in A3). T tells Ss of her/his own childhood illnesses and asks about a remedy and a piece of advice for each one. They check it by opening the flap.

-Look at my booklet!

-When I was six I had chickenpox. Oh, it was itchy! What do you think mum/dad told me?

-Don’t scratch!

-That’s right! Do not scratch!

-Who’s had chickenpox? Was it itchy? Did you scratch your pimples? And what should we do?

-Put some talcum powder! That’s it.

Step 5- H hands out a blank booklet prepared by the T. Ss write the title for the booklet on the cover. T and Ss follow the instructive text already handed out by H.

-Now it’s your turn to complete your Health Book. Let’s follow the instructions.

-We have to choose one illness we have suffered from, its cure/remedy and the piece of advice we need. We have to write the illness we suffered from, and what dad/mum/the doctor gave us.

-Now, follow the same procedure with two more illnesses.

Step 6- Ss, in groups, compare their Health record using their booklets.

-Children, now listen carefully. I want you to get in groups and explain your health record to the rest of the group.

-When I was … I had … . Mum gave me … .

-In winter I usually have … . Dad gives me … .

-Sometimes I have … . The doctor gives me … .

-Me too! And did/do you have … ?

Activity 20: Reading

The local environment provides few opportunities for the children to hear English spoken or use it themselves. Reading aloud helps Ss develop a fluent, well-modulated speaking voice. Ss also practice pronouncing words correctly, and speaking clearly. Ss’ listening comprehension is usually higher than their reading comprehension. Listening and following along often results in better comprehension than simply reading independently. Also, reading along with the cassette, or at the T’s pace, encourages Ss to focus on the story, rather than on unfamiliar vocabulary. These Ss learn to develop thinking skills, and good memories.

In this activity Ss are going to read and comprehend ‘Your Amazing Body’ a non-fiction book.

Step 1- T makes sure all Ss have got the book or a copy of it (two Ss may share the same book or copy). T asks questions about the title, the writer and the way the book is organized. T explains briefly what the text is about. T reminds Ss to look at the illustrations and titles to help them understand a passage.

-Have you all got a copy of the book?

-What’s the title? / Can anybody tell us the title of the book?

-What’s the writer’s/author’s name?

-How many chapters/parts has the book got / is the book divided into?

-This book is about our body and how it works. Look at the pictures to understand the passage better.

Step 2- Ss read one chapter in silence. When they finish, T revises vocabulary that is already familiar to Ss.

-Children, I want you to read this passage/chapter to yourselves/in silence. Remember, no noise. Pay attention to the illustrations on the book, they will help you understand what’s it all about.

-Well done, children! Can anybody tell me the meaning of this word? Do you know what it means? Ok then, do you know how to say/read it?

Step 3- T reads the text aloud to establish sight-sound correspondence while Ss follow in their books. T explains difficult words using illustrations and/or using mime and gestures (T only uses translation as the last resort).

-Now, I’m going to read it aloud and you are going to follow me in your books.

-Have you understood?/Did you understand?

Step 4- Second reading. Step 3 is repeated (this time T and Ss) to familiarize Ss with the new language in both its spoken and written forms.

Step 5- Repeat the same procedure with the rest of the chapters.

Activity 21: Mind Map

In this activity Ss fill in a mind map with the pictures and main information, according to the text. They will work on comprehension to enhance understanding. T explains Ss they will have to fill in the mind map.

Step 1- T shows the procedure to be followed in an A3. Ss, in groups of four, do the same in their own worksheet. As soon as they know how it works, they continue on their own. 

-Now, we are going to fill this mind map following the instructions in your worksheet. Let’s do one/two together!

-Look! There are six arrows. They refer to the six parts of the book.

-Let’s take this picture and paste it in our worksheet. What is it about?

-So, the title is … . Which of these statements refers to that?

-Read your book silently to find it out.

-Let’s see! What have we got here?

-Let’s read it again.

Step 2- Finally, T and Ss check their work filling in the A3 T started. T goes over the answers with the class and refers to the text when necessary.

Activity 22: Games

In this activity Ss play different games such as Snap, Pelmanism or Memory Game, Dominoes, Happy Families, Simon Says, Bingo.

-Today we are going to play some games that you might already know.

-Do you remember how to play Snap/Pelmanism/Dominoes/… ?

-Noooo!

-Did I hear any Noes?

-Well, don’t worry, let’s go over the games again.

-Remember, no cheating!

Activity 23: Corners

Follow the guidelines in the Primary Document.

Activity 24: Song ‘When Little Peter Dances’

T and Ss sing the song.

-We are going to sing a new song. It’s called ‘When Little Peter Dances’

-1st we have to form a circle, 2nd listen to the song and 3rd imitate the actions I do.

-So, H, ask them to get in a circle and copy the movements I do while listening to the song.

-H, give the start, please!

-Ready, steady, go!

-Did you pick up any words?

-This time, we are going to sing the song and dance, OK?
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