Primary 3 / Unit 3: Famous Children
PART I: Continents & Oceans
Appendix_LANGUAGE

Appendix_LANGUAGE

Activity 1: Planning
The aim of this activity is to warm up the Ss for the forthcoming activities.

Step 1- T elicits previous knowledge about the topic. T asks Ss if there is any student from a different country in their classroom and/or in the school. T asks if they know where those countries are in the world, in which continent.

T: Is there anybody from another country in this class?

S: Yes, Liliana.

T: Oh, Liliana! Where are you from?

S: From Colombia.

T:  In which continent is Colombia?

S: In America.

T: H, could you give me a hand, please? Find America on the map and now place this sticker on Liliana’s country.

S: Hassan!

T: Hassan, where are you from?

S: From Morocco.

(…)
T: See this book? Do you recognize it? Well, let’s open it! Look at this girl! Can someone tell me her name? Where do you think she lives? Where is that country? H, show us where it is on the map! 

S: It’s here!

T: Clever girl/boy!  Let’s choose another one! You two over there, stop being silly! It doesn’t make me very happy. Hmm! Let’s see, what about this boy?…

Step 3- Then T asks Ss what they think the unit is about and they discuss the title ‘Famous Children’.

T: Can anybody guess the name of this unit? Hmm! It’s a bit difficult, isn’t it? Well boys and girls, what we’re going to do is play Hangman and see if you can guess it. The name is made up of two words. So let’s begin playing.

S: Famous Children!

T: Very good! It’s the same as the title of this book. Can you all see it? These children live all over the world. (T points to the map)

Step 4- T shows Ss a globe and elicits information about it.

T: Children, the map you see hanging here is like a picture/snapshot/photo taken from the Discovery. Have you ever heard of the Discovery? Well, it’s the name of a spacecraft designed to transport people and cargo between Earth and space. And of the International Space station that orbits the Earth. The people that drive these space vehicles are called astronauts. Well, let’s close our eyes and imagine for a couple of minutes we are all astronauts. We are now in space orbiting the Earth/traveling into space. Open your eyes now.  This is what we would see from your spacecraft. (T points to the map) 

Houston, we have a problem!  Can somebody help us?

The map is a flat picture and our world is round. So what would we see? (T shows the globe to the class.) What does this ball represent?

S: Our planet/ Earth.

T: Very good! This is what we would see from our spacecraft. Can you all see? This giant blue ball is called a globe and it is a better way to show our world as it really is. The map is a (flat) representation of the Earth . It gives us information about where a place is, the name of the place and how big it is. Now boys and girls, eyes on the globe! What do you see? What colours do you see?

S: Blue and green/brown.

T: Great! What does blue stand for? What does it represent?

S: Water!

T: Good! It stands for water and Earth is almost completely covered with water. And the brown/green colour, what does it stand for? What does it represent?

S: Land! /Continents!

T: Well done! The world’s land is divided into five giant pieces called…?

S: Continents!

T: Excellent! Now let’s go back to the blue colour. We have said that it stands for…?

S: Water! 

T: All this great body of salt water surrounding the great land masses is called an ocean. So we have the words Oceans & Continents. Now tell me what do you think this part is going to be about? Any volunteers?

S: It’s very easy! I think it’s going to be about Oceans and Continents.

T: Congratulations! An excellent answer !

Step 4- T presents the plan for Unit 3-PART I.  H (or T) writes down PART I plan in the Classroom Diary. Ss copy the plan in their diaries.

T: Let’s see what things we are going to do in Part I.

PART I planning

We are going to:

-make a chart about the Earth

-complete and colour a world map

-make an Earth globe

-relate the Olympic rings to the continents

-sing a song

-write in the Sing & Say Book

-play games

-work in corners

T: These are the activities that we are going to do in Part I. First we are going to… Second we are going to… And finally we are going to…

H: Boys and girls, copy the plan in your diaries, please!

Notes:

-It’s advisable to continue using spelling games along this unit.

-Remember to have Games of the World (Appendix 1) available to play whenever it’s possible.

Activity 2: The Earth
In this activity Ss will learn that Earth consists of land and water (continents, countries, oceans and seas).

Step 1- T proposes Ss to play a game: ‘Say It and Find It’.  T asks H to throw the globe upwards and say a name of a place. T picks up the globe and points to that place on it.  Then T throws up the globe and names a place. The S who picks it up tries to locate the place. If s/he doesn’t know where to locate it, s/he can ask for help. Ss will try to guide him/her.  Meanwhile T writes the names of those places on the b/b at random. It doesn’t matter if Ss say names that don’t belong to any of these categories: continents/countries/oceans/seas.

T: We are going to play a game called ‘Say it and find it’! H, find a place, throw the globe upwards and say the place, please!  I will catch the globe and try to find the place very quickly. All the names of the different places that are found are going to be written on the blackboard. OK?

S: Bilbo!

T: Ok! Let’s see if I can find it here. Hmmmm! Here it is! Now, it’s your turn!

S: Australia! Leire, try to catch the globe. Where is it?

T: Can you find it on the globe? Cold, warm, hot, very hot, that’s it!

S: Over here! 

(…)

Step 2- Once all the Ss have had a go at the game, T asks Ss in small groups to sort out the places on the b/b the way they want to in their notebooks. Ss present their classifications to each other. Then T introduces a geographical classification of the names on the b/b, or a poster, (continents / countries / cities / mountains / oceans / seas / …).

T: Can you group/classify all these places the way you wish? For example, what do these places have in common? 

S: Cities!

T: Very Good! Ok, now work in groups!

(…)
T: Now we are going to classify them according to geographical terms. All these are countries/ Nations, so we write them under the name of Nation. Over here we’ve got cities. What about this one? A river.

Step 3- T presents Appendix_2 and completes it eliciting the geographical term from the Ss.  Finally H gives out Handout_2 and Ss, individually, have to complete it (they can also write or underline land in brown and water in blue).

T: Now look at this chart. We are going to fill the missing spaces altogether, so pay attention, please! Let’s start!

Activity 3: Map of the World

In this activity Ss will complete a  map of the world with the information they have learnt the previous session: continents, countries, oceans and seas. 

Step 1- T explains Ss that the map is the graphic representation of the Earth on a plan. ( A flat picture of the globe). Ss, in groups, are given a blank map and a set of labels (Handout_3). They will make hypotheses about where to place the written labels (continents and oceans). Then, Ss check their hypotheses on the classroom World Map (Appendix_3) and  stick the labels.

T: Look, can anybody tell me how you call this?

S: It’s a map.

T: Very good! This map has the same information as the globe but it’s represented on a big piece of paper. Now, you are going to complete your own maps. In groups of 4 you will have to decide where to put these labels. When you finish, check your hypotheses on the World Map.
Step 2- They choose three to five places and locate them on their maps. They can also colour oceans, seas and continents.  When they finish labelling and colouring their maps, they will hang them on the walls while Ss will move around and observe each other’s maps. A speaker from each group can explain the rest of Ss the reasons why they have chosen a specific place for their world maps.

T: Add three, four or five places you like to your maps  and colour oceans, seas and continents. Once you’ve done this, you can do a very short presentation of your maps like this: This is our map. This is Africa, this is …. We have included Sopela because we go there in summer, Donostia because we like it very much and Basauri because we live here.

(…)
T: Now, with blu-tack, stick all your maps on the wall, please.
Activity 4: Sing & Say Book, ‘This is the way’
Ss will write the lyrics of the song ‘This is the way’ in their Sing & Say book.

Step 1- T tells Ss that they are going to write the song they have learnt.

T: Children, in order to write the lyrics of the song, what do we need? You’re right. First, we need scrap paper and a pencil. Then, we need our Sing & Say book. Now H hand out these exercise books so that we can start writing.

H: How many in your group?
Ss: Four

H: Here you are.

Ss: Thank you.

Step 2- In pairs or small groups, Ss write on scrap paper the beginning of the song ‘This is the way’ the way they think it is. Then, T writes the first line on the b/b. Ss check their written production. T and Ss follow the same procedure with the rest of the song. Once this has been done Ss copy the corrected version in their Sing & Say books.

Step 3- T and Ss say and write some other words which have the same sound.

T: Pay attention children. Look at these words. Can you say them? For example this one. Nice try. And this one?. Listen to me. Now say them after me. See how we say these words. Now write them down.

· Hi, night, kite, I, eye, tie, nine, five.

· See, bee, tree, free, green, freeze, knee.

· Name, game, make, snake, shake, tape, date.
· Ice, rice, twice, price, nice, dice, slice.

· Each, beach, peach, reach, teach.

Step 4- T and Ss learn and practise the following tongue-twister:

Three free throws. 

T: Now children, I want you to listen very carefully. Are you ready? Now it’s your turn. Once again. Lovely! Now you have to say it very slowly. This time you´ll have to say it three times to your head but silently. Very good!

Activity 5: The World Globe

Ss will make an Earth globe.

Step 1- T Ss in groups receive a set of copies of the continents (Handout_5). T asks Ss to colour them, check the shapes on the globe or world map and write their names. Ss cut out the different continents and then stick them on the blue balloon to make an Earth globe. S will then write the names of the oceans on the balloons. They can make their balloons as colourful and creative as they want.

T: Today you are going to create your own world globe. You will be divided into several groups. Now, have a look at these pictures. What are they? Very good Jone, they are the continents. H, hand out these balloons and these copies of the continents.
H: How many in your group?

Ss: Four

H: Here you are.

Ss: Thank you.

T: Have a look at these pictures. What are they? Very good Jone, they are the continents. We are going to make a globe. So first you have to label each continent, colour it and cut it out. A globe will be sitting in front of the class/ you have a map hanging on the wall, so that you can check to make sure you’re right.

Once you’ve done this, you will receive a balloon to blow up. The balloon will serve as a replacement to a globe. You will then stick the continents on the balloon like this. Look carefully at the World Map/globe to put them in the right place.

It’s a bit difficult to stick the continents on the balloon. Be careful! Don’t forget to write the names of the oceans on the balloon.

Fantastic! Well done!

Step 3- All the Earth globes will be hung on for other Ss to see.

Activity 6: Song, ‘Oceans’
In this activity Ss will sing the song ‘Oceans’.
T: Today we’re going to sing a new song. It’s called ‘Oceans’. First of all, let’s all stand up. Now, I want you to hum the song.
They will listen to the song and T will encourage Ss to propose movements for each verse.

T: Form a circle, listen to the song and imitate the actions I do/do what I do. So, H, ask them to get in a circle and copy the movements I do while we listen to the song. Now H, give the start, please!

H: Ready, steady, go!

T: Did you pick up any words? This time, we are going to sing the song and do the actions, OK?

Activity 7: Corners
Follow the guidelines in the Primary document.

Activity 8: Olympic Flag

Ss will link continents with the Olympic flag and talk about where and when the last Olympic Games took place.
Step 1- T elicits previous knowledge about the Olympic Games from Ss. The idea is to talk about the Olympic flag and the colours of its rings. T explains that each colour represents a continent and gives Ss, some time to make hypotheses about which colour is related to each continent. Ss work in pairs or in small groups.

T: Look at this flag. It’s a very special flag. What do you know about it? Very good. It’s the Olympic flag. What about the Olympic Games? Do you know anything about these games? Many people (Athletes) from many countries get together to play games and celebrate friendship, unity and sports every four years. There are Summer Olympic Games and Winter Olympic Games. The games take place in a different country. The first Olympic games originated in Greece, a beautiful country in Europe. (T show this on a map or globe). See these rings? Do you know what they represent?

Well, the flag has five interlocking coloured rings (circles) on a white background. The rings are interlocked to show friendship among the nations. The rings represent the five major land areas of the world. (T shows these land areas on a map or globe.) and each colour represents a continent. Now I want you to think carefully and try to link each colour to each continent.

Step 2- T/H asks Ss about their hypotheses and shows them the  resemblance of the official Olympic flag (Appendix_8). Then T reads the text to check their hypothesis:

T: There are five continents: Africa, America, Asia, Australasia and Europe. The Olympic Games’ flag has five circles. Each circle represents one continent and it has got a different colour: black for Africa, red for America, yellow for Asia, green for Australasia, blue for Europe. The white background symbolises peace.

Now, listen to me. Check your hypotheses. How many did you guess correctly? Good. 

Step 3- Ss could copy this text on their notebooks and draw the Olympic flag. As a follow up activity Handout_5 (A4 size) can be done by Ss, individually,  and be stuck in their notebooks.

T: Would you like to have all that information in your notebooks? You can draw the Olympic flag and copy the text.

Activity 9: Evaluation

In this final activity T and Ss will revise the plan of Unit 3-PART  I  and in their diaries Ss will tick the activities done. We must bear in mind that the main aim of this task is for Ss to reflect on the activities they have practised so far and to make use of the language learnt during the assessed part. That is, T should encourage Ss to look in detail at the materials handled and used, recall the structures and vocabulary practised during the period and use them as a tool to communicate with their peers and T in the context of the unit. At this stage, and taking into account that they are already trained and familiar with the activity, T should try to move further on and start eliciting from Ss reasons for their evaluation.

Interaction sample:

T: What are we going to do today?

H: Check the planning and evaluate the activities.
T: Fine, so let’s go through the planning. Please, everybody find activity X in your diaries/folder. Do you remember? H, what was it about? What did we do? Which materials did we use? (to the group) What is your opinion about it? Why? What did we learn/What information did we obtain in this activity? How did we work? (pairs, groups, individually).
Along with H, T should record opinions and reasons on the b/b or preferably on paper (A3 or A1 if possible). The opinions may be given in their mother tongue, T should translate and write them down. These opinion-giving structures and vocabulary can become a bank of language for specific purposes or function-oriented. Not only that, but T should use this activity as a starting point to develop some other learning strategies like reasoning, reflecting on their own points of view, showing respect to peers’ opinions, reflecting on one’s work, etc.

T should repeat the same procedure with all the activities, posing some questions to H and some others to the group and encouraging participation.

When Ss are asked to write down their evaluation about the activities, T should encourage them to write not only the name of the activity and some type of “standard” “I liked …/I didn’t like …” expressions, but also further comments elicited from the evaluation activity itself. If they have a recorded personal evaluation, they can use it when doing the next evaluation session so it is a way of giving them more resources to broaden their use of language at different levels.

This activity offers good opportunities for both revision practice of “everyday classroom language” and language of the unit. In this particular case focus on:

-What did we learn about? We learnt about … .

-What did we do with that information? It’s on the chart, over there.

-What new vocabulary (semantic fields) did we learn? Ways of telling the time.

-What type of activities did we do? 

-Did we talk about…?

-Did we write in our S&S Book?

-Did we sing a song/say a rhyme?

-Did we perform a story?

-…

T asks Ss to write down their opinion about each activity (T writes down a range of opinions on the b/b).

-Excellent/Very nice/Nice/Not so nice/Bad

Ss write down the best activity for them and what they have learnt.

-Which has been the best activity for you?

-The one I liked best was…

-My favourite activity was…

Finally Ss write down something they have learnt in Part  I  and compare it with their group peers’ self-assessment.

-In this activity I learnt...

-Now I know...
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