Primary 4 / Unit 1: Water
PART I: The Drop goes Plop
Appendix_LANGUAGE

Appendix_LANGUAGE

Activity 1: Planning
The aim of this activity is to warm up the Ss for the forthcoming activities.

Step 1- T will elicit prior knowledge of the topic. The learning theory of constructivism supports the view that human learning is constructed as students build new knowledge on previous experiences and prior knowledge. This prior knowledge will influence how the learner understands new concepts. Assessing prior knowledge helps to determine students’ previous knowledge of the topic that will be studied. This allows the teacher to assess the students’ background and unveil misconceptions. Assessing prior knowledge also has the goal of developing student readiness to learn. It is important that the teacher connects the prior knowledge to the current instruction.

T: Right children, pay attention. Boys and girls, you’re forgetting the rules, no talking while I’m talking. Much better! 

Option A: Well children, are you thirsty? I’m sure am! All together now. Let’s pretend we have a glass. We open the tap. Fill our glasses with running water. Close the tap. Don’t forget that because it’s very important. Now let’s drink it. Delicious! Now tell me what’s this new unit going to be about?

Option B: Well children in order to find out what this new unit is going to be about we need to play the game called Hangman. You all know how to play it but just in case, here are the rules: in order to guess the hidden word you have to tell me the alphabet letters. If the letter is in the word, it gets added. Every wrong guess means that the letter is written underneath, so if the word hasn’t got that letter we’ll write it down here, and we’ll start drawing the first part/bit of the picture. To win you’ll have to guess the word before the drawing is finished, otherwise you lose.

T: Let’s see what we know about water. Rebecca, can you tell us something? That’s it ! We get wet with water? What about you, Mohamed? Do you remember things we did about water in P2? Did we do any posters? Did we carry out some experiments?

Step 2- Ss in grade 4 should already have some prior knowledge about the content of this unit. But, not all students will have covered the same material. Some may have a more detailed knowledge while others may have none at all. So, in order to ensure and assess the knowledge of the Ss in the class, but also to make sure that they are all more or less at the same level, while Ss give their feedback, T will present productions from P2U1:

*Part I:

-Act. 3:

‘Water Posters’ (Power Point)

-Act. 5

‘The Water Journey (Power Point)

‘The Water Journey (Appendix_5)

*Part III:

-Act. 19: ‘Water Experiments Booklet’

*Part IV:

-Act. 20-21: ‘Survey: Uses of Water’

T: Come on, don’t tell me you’ve forgotten everything! You can’t remember a thing! Well let me refresh your memories. Have a look at this. Raise your hands those of you who do remember.

Step 3- T presents the plan for Unit 1-PART I. H (or T) writes down PART I plan in the Classroom Diary. Ss copy the plan in their diaries.

T: Let’s see what things we are going to do in Part I.

PART I planning

We are going to:

-sing a song

-listen to a story

-perform a story

-make a booklet

-write in the Sing & Say Book

-work in corners

-check the activities

T: These are the activities that we are going to do in Part I. First we are going to… Second we are going to… And finally we are going to…

H: Boys and girls, copy the plan in your diaries, please!

Activity 2: Story Telling

Ss in this activity will listen to a story and then choose the characters for the performance.

Step 1- T will show the cover of the storybook. Ss will talk about the title of the book and the author. Ss will make hypotheses about what the story is going to be about and T will list the Ss’ suggestions on a chart.

T: OK, children let’s see if you can guess what we’re going to do today? Have a go at it.  Let me show you this. Do you know what this means?

Wonderful! It’s story time. I’m going to tell you a story. Can all of you see me? Are  you sitting comfortably on the floor/ on the chair? Right! 

Now, have a look at the cover try to guess what the story is about. Ok/ good answer/ very good!… . How many pages do you think it has? 

S: About….

T: Excellent!/ a good try!… 

Can anybody tell me the name of the book? What do you think the story is going to be about?

S: We/I think the book is going to be about…

T: Now I want you to…, all together…. Open your eyes, open your ears, zip your mouth and pay attention. Very good!

Once upon a time…….

Did you like the story? Do you want to listen to it again? What! am I hearing some Noes?  Ok helper let’s count who wants to listen to it again? Raise your arm, please. ….

Once again, all together, open your… .

Step 2- T will encourage Ss to predict what will happen, then T will read the following pages.

T: What shall we find in the next page? What do you think will happen? Can you remember what the child in the bath was doing? …?

What was the story about? Was it a story about (Ss’ hypotheses)? Let’s check what we wrote down.

Did (Ss’ hypotheses) happen?

(…)

What do you think of the story?

S: I think the story was: fantastic, interesting, boring, Ok.
Step 2- H writes the names of the characters of the story on the b/b. Each S   will choose one for the performance.

T: Can somebody tell us the names of the characters of the story? Take your time. Well done John, say it again! H would you mind writing the names on the b/b please?

CHARACTERS: Narrator / Sea 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 / Wind 1 and 2 / Drop 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
Now, you are going to choose one character for the performance. So H, ask them to come to the front of the class one by one and to choose a character from the pile/from the bag/from the b/b.

Which one would you like to be?

S: I’d like to be Drop nº 1, please!

Activity 3: Song, ‘Water Cycle Song’
Ss will sing the song ‘Water Cycle Song’.

T: Today we’re going to sing a new song it’s called  the ‘Water Cycle Song’.
First of all, let’s all stand up. Now, I want you to hum the song.

Ss will listen to the song and T will encourage Ss to propose movements for each verse.
T: Form a circle, listen to the song and imitate the actions I do/ do what I do. So, H, ask them to get in a circle and copy the movements I do while we listen to the song. Now H, give the start, please!

H: Ready, steady, go!

T: Did you pick up any words? This time, we are going to sing the song and do the actions, OK?

Activity 4: Rehearsal
This activity might take longer because Ss work on the performance script and rehearse it.

Step 1- T tells the story again.

T: Children before we start doing the rehearsal I’m going to tell you the story again. So listen carefully.

Chatter, chatter, chatter. FREEZE!

Copy cats, I think we’ve got parrots in this class!

Everybody sit up straight!

Hands on your head, hands on your shoulders, hands on your knees; fold your arms and put your fingers on your lips.

Step 2- Ss rehearse the story (see dramatizing hints) using the performance script (Handout_4). They will decide when to perform the role by heart.

T: Now, H is going to hand you the script so that you can start reading and learning your part. Before we start, let’s go through the dramatizing hints once again. When you act out your part, say the words/sentences loudly, don’t speak softly, so that everyone will be able to hear what you are saying.

Let’s start reading the script. H, switch on the tape recorder. As you all know, you are going to take a tape home so that you can work on it.
Step 3- T can hand out a tape with the performance script recorded so that the Ss can work on it at home.

Step 4- T will negotiate with other classroom teachers about when and where the performance will take place. A group of Ss will then work on the programme to be developed for the performance. They will design  invitation posters to be placed on the notice boards of different classrooms. (optionally it can be read in front of the class).

T: This group will draw an invitation poster for class 2A. You’ll have to write the programme filling it with the date and place for the performance. Don’t forget When, Time, Where and What. You will then decorate it, make copies of it so that we can hang them on the notice boards of the classes we are going to invite. In this way the boys and girls will know what they are going to see and remind them when and where it’s going to take place. Some of you will have to read the programme in front of the class, ok?

Ss: Good morning/ afternoon everybody. We invite you to our show. It’s going to take place next Monday,…, November  15th, 2004 at 11 o´clock in classroom 4A/ in the library/ in the hall downstairs.

The show is going to consist of:

First a play called “The drop goes plop”

Second we are going to sing a song called ….

And finally we are going to say a rhyme/ tongue twister

We hope you will enjoy it.

Thank you very much for listening.

Activity 5: Sing & Say, ‘My Bonny Lies Over the Ocean’.’
Ss will write the lyrics of the song ‘This is the way’ in their Sing & Say book.

Step 1- T tells Ss that they are going to write the song they have learnt.

T: Children, in order to write the lyrics of the song, what do we need? You’re right. First, we need scrap paper and a pencil. Then, we need our Sing & Say book. Now H, hand out these exercise books so that we can start writing.

H: How many in your group?

Ss: Four

H: Here you are.

Ss: Thank you.

Step 2- In pairs or small groups, Ss write on scrap paper the beginning of the song ‘This is the way’ the way they think it is. Then, T writes the first line on the b/b. Ss check their written production. T and Ss follow the same procedure with the rest of the song. Once this has been done Ss copy the corrected version in their Sing & Say books.

Step 3- T and Ss say and write some other words which have the same sound.

T: Pay attention children. Look at these words. Can you say them? For example this one. Nice try. And this one?. Listen to me. Now say them after me. See how we say these words. Now write them down.

· Knife, knot, knee, knob, kneel, knuckle, know, knit

· Can, hat, cap, mad, tap, Jan, fat, at

· Cane, hate, cape, made, tape, Jane, fate, ate
· Out, shout, cloud, crouch, count, house, our, round, ouch

· Cow, down, town, brown, crowd, towel, shower, owl, browse

Step 4- T and Ss learn and practise the following tongue-twister:

Selfish shellfish (x3)
T: Now children, I want you to listen very carefully. Are you ready? Now it’s your turn. Once again. Lovely! Now you have to say it very slowly. This time you´ll have to say it three times to your head but silently. Very good!

Activity 6: Corners
Follow the guidelines in the Primary document.

This time it could be appropriate to have different groups working on the following aspects for the performance:

-Invitation poster
-Set Props.

T: This group can design the invitation poster. It will also be nice to decorate the stage (stage setting). The arrangement of scenery to represent the different places where the play is enacted. You can draw some clouds. This group can deal with the mountains and towns. You over there, can do something about the sea. What about  the sun?

Activity 7: Booklet
Ss, in this activity, will make a booklet based on the plot of the story The Water Cycle.

Step 1- T will show Ss a poster (Appendix_7A). T will either read it or interact with the Ss, pointing out the main ideas, writing sentences on the b/b and asking them how to place them in the water cycle poster.

T: Today, boys and girls, we are going to talk about the story we read the other day. Can anyone tell us the name of the story?

S: The drop Goes Plop.

T: Excellent!

T: Now, we all know what happened to the drop of water, well today I’m going to show you something special. Can you all see it? 

Ss: Wow! It’s wonderful!

T: Thank you very much.

T: As I was saying, what you see here, represents the journey of the drop of water but from a scientific point of view. Water on Earth is always changing. It has a limited amount of water. Its repeating changes make a cycle. That water keeps going around and around and around and around and in what we call the “Water Cycle". As water goes through its cycle, it can be a solid (ice), a liquid (water), or a gas (water vapour). Ice can change to become water or water vapour. Water can change to become ice or water vapour. Water vapour can change to become ice or water. How do these changes happen? Adding or subtracting heat makes the cycle work. If heat is added to ice, it melts. If heat is added to water, it evaporates. Evaporation turns liquid water into a gas called water vapour. If heat is taken away from water vapour, it condenses. Condensation turns water vapour into a liquid. If heat is taken away from liquid water, it freezes to become ice.

So we can say that The Water Cycle is made up of a few main parts:

· Evaporation is when the sun heats up water in rivers or lakes or the ocean and turns it into vapour or steam. The water vapour or steam leaves the river, lake or ocean and goes into the air.
· Condensation. Water vapour in the air gets cold and changes back into liquid, forming clouds. This is called condensation.
· Precipitation occurs when so much water has condensed that the air cannot hold it anymore. The clouds get heavy and water falls back to the earth in the form of rain, hail, sleet or snow.
· Accumulation. The places in which water will collect. When water falls back to earth as precipitation, it may fall back in the oceans, lakes or rivers or it may end up on land. When it ends up on land, it will either soak into the earth and become part of the “ground water” that plants and animals use to drink or it may run over the soil and collect in the oceans, lakes or rivers where the cycle starts all over again.
So you see children why the water cycle is so important.

Step 2- T will invite Ss to make their own booklet by:

a- drawing the cycle and writing sentences about it.

b- giving out Handout_7A (this can be modified to offer different possibilities: giving alternative sentences about the water cycle, erasing the scientific terms for Ss to complete the pop-up pictures, …).

T: Now children, we are going to make ‘The Water Cycle’ booklet.

Children you’re forgetting the rules, no talking while the others are talking. I don’t know what’s wrong with you today!

First of all look at all these sentences we wrote on the blackboard the other day.

-Rain falls down.

-Water comes home through pipes.
-Water condenses in clouds.

-Water goes through cleaning stations.

-Water drains in lakes and rivers.

-We use water to clean ourselves.

-Water evaporates.

-Water flows to the sea.

-Water gathers in reservoirs.

-Rivers flow into the sea.

-In the sky water forms clouds.

-Water runs into rivers.

-Clouds get heavy. Water falls as rain.

-Water rises up from the sea.
Let’s read them one by one. Do you understand them? Some of them have the same meaning. Well, from all these, you can choose the ones you like best to write them in your booklet, Ok?

H, hand out these papers please, will you?

Iker! Don’t swing on that chair, that’s how accidents happen.

H: Group leaders, come over here! How many do you want?

(…)

T: It’s very nice. Well done! You´ve worked very hard indeed.

Step 3- Ss, in pairs, will present their production to one another and according to classroom organization Ss will present their booklet to the class.

S: This is my Water Cycle booklet. First, Rain falls down, then the water runs into rivers. Second, the rivers flow into the sea. Then water rises from the sea. In the sky water forms clouds and finally rain falls down again.

Thank you very much for listening.

Step 4- As a follow up activity (or corner work) T will offer Ss the possibility of making ‘The Water Cycle Wheel’ (Handout_7B). Ss will follow the instructions.

Activity 8: Performance
The aim of this activity is to perform the story in front of an audience.

Step 1- T asks Ss to start preparing the things they need for the performance.

T: Children, today’s the day! Are we nervous? Do we have butterflies in our tummies? Don’t worry, all you have to do is 1st, breath deeply and 2nd be yourselves, be natural. All the rest will come out smoothly.

Now get into groups. Helper, who’s presenting the play? Who’s saying the rhyme? Who’s singing the song?…. Ok, very good!

Step 2- Ss present the play, sing a song, say a rhyme, act out the story… . Meanwhile T or Ss record the performance.

Step 3- When the performance finishes, helper can ask the audience the following question:

H: What do you think of the Performance?

Ss: I think it was fantastic!

H: Did anybody pick up the tongue twister? Ok, give it a go.

Activity 9: Evaluation
In this final activity T and Ss will revise the plan of Unit 1-PART  I  and in their diaries Ss will tick the activities done. It must be taken into account that the main aim of this task is for Ss to reflect on the activities they have practised so far and to make use of the language learnt during the assessed part. That is, T should encourage Ss to look in detail at the materials handled and used, recall the structures and vocabulary practised during the period and use them as a tool to communicate with their peers and T in the context of the unit. At this stage, and taking into account that they are already trained and familiar with the activity, T should try to move further on and start eliciting from Ss reasons for their evaluation.

Interaction sample:

T: What are we going to do today?

H: Check the planning and evaluate the activities.

T: Fine, so let’s go through the planning. Please, everybody find activity X in your diaries/folder. Do you remember? H, what was it about? What did we do? Which materials did we use? (to the group) What is your opinion about it? Why? What did we learn/What information did we obtain in this activity? How did we work? (pairs, groups, individually).

Along with H, T should record opinions and reasons on the b/b or preferably on paper (A3 or A1 if possible). The opinions may be given in their mother tongue, T should translate and write them down. These opinion-giving structures and vocabulary can become a bank of language for specific purposes or function-oriented. Not only that, but T should use this activity as a starting point to develop some other learning strategies like reasoning, reflecting on their own points of view, showing respect to peers’ opinions, reflecting on one’s work, etc.

T should repeat the same procedure with all the activities, posing some questions to H and some others to the group and encouraging participation.

When Ss are asked to write down their evaluation about the activities, T should encourage them to write not only the name of the activity and some type of “standard” “I liked …/I didn’t like …” expressions, but also further comments elicited from the evaluation activity itself. If they have a recorded personal evaluation, they can use it when doing the next evaluation session so it is a way of giving them more resources to broaden their use of language at different levels.

This activity offers good opportunities for both revision practice of “everyday classroom language” and language of the unit. In this particular case focus on:

-What did we learn about? We learnt about … .

-What did we do with that information? It’s on the chart, over there.

-What new vocabulary (semantic fields) did we learn? Ways of telling the time.

-What type of activities did we do? 

-Did we talk about…?

-Did we write in our S&S Book?

-Did we sing a song/say a rhyme?

-Did we perform a story?

-…

T asks Ss to write down their opinion about each activity (T writes down a range of opinions on the b/b).

-Excellent/Very nice/Nice/Not so nice/Bad

Ss write down the best activity for them and what they have learnt.

-Which has been the best activity for you?

-The one I liked best was…

-My favourite activity was…

Finally Ss write down something they have learnt in Part  I  and compare it with their group peers’ self-assessment.

-In this activity I learnt...

-Now I know...
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