Primary 4 / Unit 2: Family Tree
PART I: All Kinds of Families
Appendix_LANGUAGE

Appendix_LANGUAGE

Activity 1: Planning
The aim of this activity is to warm up the Ss for the forthcoming activities, talk about the unit and listen to a story.

Step 1- T will elicit prior knowledge of the topic. The learning theory of constructivism supports the view that human learning is constructed as students build new knowledge on previous experiences and prior knowledge. This prior knowledge will influence how the learner understands new concepts. Assessing prior knowledge helps to determine students’ previous knowledge of the topic that will be studied. This allows the teacher to assess the students’ background and unveil misconceptions. Assessing prior knowledge also has the goal of developing student readiness to learn. It is important that the teacher connects the prior knowledge to the current instruction. This unit, which enhances learning about family, should be explored with utmost sensitivity for we travel on hazardous ground, adopted children, those in foster care… . It will give each S the opportunity to share information about their family. They will be exposed to a diversity of family structures, The diverse nature of the families will also help to expand some Ss´ notion of family so that they don't think theirs is the only possible way.

You may want to start by having Ss discuss, with an aim toward defining, family. Just what it is that makes a family? Are there necessary basic members? Do you need parents and children for family? Is blood relation necessary? Do you have to live together to be a family? Is the concept of family different in different cultures? T can start listing various family components found by students in real life or in books.

T: Now, boys & girls, pay attention. Children, you’re forgetting the rules, no talking while I’m talking. Much better! 

Can anyone guess what the unit is going to be about? Nice try, but it is a bit difficult, isn’t it. What we are going to do in order to find out what this new unit is going to be about is play our favourite game which is?

S: Hangman!
T: Very good! You all know how to play it but just in case, here are the rules: in order to guess the hidden word you have to tell me the alphabet letters. If the letter is in the word, it gets added. Every wrong guess means that the letter is written underneath, so if the word hasn’t got that letter we’ll write it down here, and we’ll start drawing the first part/bit of the picture. To win you’ll have to guess the word before the drawing is finished, otherwise you lose.

So what’s the word?

S: Family Tree!

T: Bingo! Let’s see what we know about the family. Rebecca, tell us who do you live with? And you, Julen? What about you, Mohamed? Have you got any brothers or sisters? What about grandmas and grandpas?

Step 2- T will show the cover of the storybook. Ss will talk about the title of the book and the author. Ss will make hypotheses about what the story is going to be about and T will list the Ss’ suggestions on a chart.

T: OK, children let’s see if you can guess what we’re going to do today? Have a go at it.  Let me show you this. Do you know what this means?

Wonderful! It’s story time. I’m going to tell you a story. Can all of you see me? Are  you sitting comfortably on the floor/ on the chair? Right! 

Now, have a look at the cover try to guess what the story is about. Ok/ good answer/ very good!… . How many pages do you think it has? 

S: About….

T: Excellent!/A good try!… Can anybody tell me the name of the book? What do you think the story is going to be about?

S: We/I think the book is going to be about…

T: Now I want you to…, all together…. Open your eyes, open your ears, zip your mouth and pay attention. Very good!

Once upon a time…….

Did you like the story? Do you want to listen to it again? What! am I hearing some Noes?  Ok helper let’s count who wants to listen to it again? Raise your arm, please. ….

Once again, all together, open your… .

Step 3- T will encourage Ss to predict what will happen, then T will read the following pages. Once they have finished, Ss check their hypotheses

T: What shall we find in the next page? What do you think will happen? Can you remember what grandad was doing? …?

What was the story about? Was it a story about (Ss’ hypotheses)? Let’s check what we wrote down.

Did (Ss’ hypotheses) happen?

(…)

What do you think of the story?

S: I think the story was: fantastic, interesting, boring, Ok.

Step 4- T presents the plan for Unit 1-PART I. H (or T) writes down PART I plan in the Classroom Diary. Ss copy the plan in their diaries.

T: Let’s see what things we are going to do in Part I.

PART I planning

We are going to:

-listen to a story

-sing a song

-read a book

-build up a mind map

-perform some sketches

-write in the Sing & Say Book

-work in corners

T: These are the activities that we are going to do in Part I. First we are going to… Second we are going to… And finally we are going to…

H: Boys and girls, copy the plan in your diaries, please!
Activity 2: Song, ‘Family Album Chant’
Ss will sing the song ‘Family Album Chant’.

T: Today we’re going to sing a new song. it’s called  the ‘Family Album Chant’.

First of all, let’s all stand up. Now, I want you to hum the song.

Ss will listen to the song and T will encourage Ss to propose movements for each verse.

T: Form a circle, listen to the song and imitate the actions I do/ do what I do. So, H, ask them to get in a circle and copy the movements I do while we listen to the song. Now H, give the start, please!

H: Ready, steady, go!

T: Did you pick up any words? This time, we are going to sing the song and do the actions, OK?

Note: any song from the ones suggested in the introduction to the unit could be used instead of “Family Album Chant”. For instance, `Everybody’ from Backstreet Boys could fit in.

Activity 3: Reading
In this activity Ss are going to read and comprehend ‘All kinds of Families’ a non fiction book and then  choose the characters for the performance.

The local environment provides few opportunities for the children to hear English spoken or use it themselves. Reading aloud helps Ss develop a fluent, well-modulated speaking voice. Ss also practice pronouncing words correctly, and speaking clearly. Ss’ listening comprehension is usually higher than their reading comprehension. Listening and following along often results in better comprehension than simply reading independently. Also, reading along with a cassette, or at the teacher's pace, encourages students to focus on the story, rather than on unfamiliar vocabulary. These Ss learn to develop thinking skills, and good memories.
Step 1- T will show the cover of the storybook. Ss will talk about the title of the book and the author. Ss will make hypotheses about what the story is going to be about and T will list the Ss’ suggestions on a chart. T will make sure all Ss have a book, or a copy of the book, (two Ss may share the same book or copy). T will read and Ss will follow in their books or Ss will commence reading in silence. T will remind Ss to look at the pictures to help comprehension. T will explain difficult words referring to pictures and/or using mime and gestures (T will only use translation as the last resort). Ss will read one chapter in silence.

T: OK, children let’s see if you can guess what we’re going to do today? Have a go at it.  Let me show you this. Do you know what this means?

Wonderful! It’s story time. I’m going to tell you a story. Can all of you see me? Are  you sitting comfortably on the floor/ on the chair? Right! 

Now, have a look at the cover try to guess what the story is about. Ok/ good answer/ very good!… . How many pages do you think it has? 

S: About….

T: Excellent!/ a good try!… 

Can anybody tell me the name of the book? What do you think the story is going to be about?

S: We/I think the book is going to be about…

T: Now I want you to follow the story while I read. Remember to look at the pictures. They will help you understand what I’m reading. All together…. Open your eyes, open your ears, zip your mouth and pay attention. Very good!

All kinds of Families…….

Children I want you to read this passage to yourselves/ in silence. Remember, no noise.

Very good children! Have you understood?/ Did you understand? Can anybody tell me the meaning of this word? Do you know what it means? OK then, do you know how to say/ read it?

Did you like the story? Do you want to listen to it again? What! am I hearing some Noes?  Ok helper let’s count who wants to listen to it again? Raise your arm, please. ….

Once again, all together, open your… .

What do you think of the story?

S: I think the story was: fantastic, interesting, boring, Ok.

Step 2- T will ask Ss to listen to it again but this time T will invite Ss to foresee the following  pages by posing questions.

T: What will we find on the next page? What kind of family will we find next?

Step 3-Second reading: Step 3 is repeated (this time T and Ss) to familiarize Ss with the new language in both its spoken and written forms.

Step 4- Repeat the same procedure with the rest of the chapters.

Step 5- H writes the names of the characters & families of the story on the b/b. Ss in groups will choose a family for the performance. 
T: Can somebody tell us the names of the characters of the story? Take your time. Well done John, say it again! H would you mind writing the names on the b/b please?

CHARACTERS: The Smiths, The Bolts, The Akrams, The Grants, The Potters, and The Bakers.

Now, listen carefully, first you will get into groups and then you are going to choose a family for the performance. Once you’ve done that you are going to choose a character. So H, ask them to come to the front of the class one by one and to choose a character from the pile/from the bag/from the b/b.

Which one would you like to be?

S: I’d like to be The Narrator, please!

Activity 4: Mind Map ‘All Kinds of Families’
In this activity Ss fill in a mind map with pictures and main information, according to the text. They will work on comprehension to enhance understanding. T explains the Ss they will have to fill in the mind map. 

Step 1A- Ss in groups of four will make a mind map, organizing the main ideas and also the additional ones

T: Now you have to make a mind map. Do you remember the one we did with ‘The Human Body’? First, we wrote the title in the middle of the page. And then?

That’s it! We drew arrows around it for the different parts of the book. From there we wrote some information for each part. So, now, you can try and make your own mind map. Read your book in silence to find it out. Let’s see. What have you got here? Let’s read it again.

*If necessary, Handout_4 is available for those Ss who need a more guided pattern.

Step 1B- Ss in groups of four will read the sentences in silence and check the answers with members of the group in order to fill in the mind map. T walks around the groups so that s/he can help them.

T: Now you have to fill in this mind map using these pictures, these words and expressions in these bubbles. Do you remember? We did something similar last year. Yes in Primary 3, Your Amazing Body. Koldo! now you do remember. Let’s do one all together. Look, there are six arrows. They refer to the six families of the book. Let’s pick up this picture. What family are we talking about? Very quickly, find it in your book. Let’s see. What have you got here? Let’s read it again.

Step 2- T will go over the answers with the class and refers to the text when necessary. Ss will read the book in silence and comment their contributions with their peers in order to make the mind map. T will monitor the groups, helping them with any problem.

Step 3- Each group will present the mind map to the rest of the class.
T: Now, you can present what you have done to the rest of the class. Let’s see, Ainara, what has your group made?

Activity 5: Sing & Say, ‘‘A Sailor Went to Sea’.

Ss will write the lyrics of the song ‘A Sailor Went to Sea’’ in their Sing & Say book.

Step 1- T tells Ss that they are going to write the song they have learnt.

T: Children, in order to write the lyrics of the song, what do we need? You’re right. First, we need scrap paper and a pencil. Then, we need our Sing & Say book. Now H, hand out these exercise books so that we can start writing.

H: How many in your group?

Ss: Four!

H: Here you are.
Ss: Thank you.

Step 2- In pairs or small groups, Ss write on scrap paper the beginning of the song ‘A Sailor went to Sea’ the way they think it is. Then, T writes the first line on the b/b. Ss check their written production. T and Ss follow the same procedure with the rest of the song. Once this has been done Ss copy the corrected version in their Sing & Say books.

Step 3- T and Ss say and write some other words which have the same sound.

T: Pay attention children. Look at these words. Can you say them? For example this one. Nice try. And this one?. Listen to me. Now say them after me. See how we say these words. Now write them down.

· Brother, mother, Monday, cover, another, onion

· Throw, think, thick, thin, three, thumb, birthday
· Dear, clear, gear, hear, fear, year, spear
· Drum, plum, slum, scum, glum, stum

· Weather, feather, leather, breath, health, bread
Step 4- T and Ss learn and practise the following tongue-twister:

Kitty caught the kitten in the kitchen.

T: Now children, I want you to listen very carefully. Are you ready? Now it’s your turn. Once again. Lovely! Now you have to say it very slowly. This time you’ll have to say it three times to your head but silently. Very good!
Activity 6: Rehearsal
This activity might take longer because Ss work on the performance script and rehearse it.

Step 1- T tells the story again.

T: Children, before we start doing the rehearsal I’m going to tell you the story again. So listen carefully.

Everyone sit up straight! Congratulations!
Step 2- Ss will rehearse the story (see dramatizing hints) using the performance script (Handout_4). They will decide when to perform the role by heart.

T: Now, H is going to hand you the script so that you can start reading and learning your part. Before we start, let’s go through the dramatizing hints once again. When you act out your part, say the words/sentences loudly, don’t speak softly, so that everyone will be able to hear what you are saying.

Let’s start reading the script. H, switch on the tape recorder. As you all know, you are going to take a tape home so that you can work on it.
Step 3- T can hand out a tape with the performance script recorded so that the Ss can work on it at home.

Step 4- T will negotiate with other classroom teachers about when and where the performance will take place. A group of Ss will then work on the programme to be developed for the performance. They will design  invitation posters to be placed on the notice boards of different classrooms. (optionally it can be read in front of the class).

T: This group will draw an invitation poster for class 2A. You’ll have to write the programme filling it with the date and place for the performance. Don’t forget When, Time, Where and What. You will then decorate it, make copies of it so that we can hang them on the notice boards of the classes we are going to invite. In this way the boys and girls will know what they are going to see and remind them when and where it’s going to take place. Some of you will have to read the programme in front of the class, ok?

Ss: Good morning/ afternoon everybody. We invite you to our show. It’s going to take place next Tuesday,…, February 17th, 2005 at 10 o’clock in classroom 4B/ in the library/ in the hall downstairs.

The show is going to consist of:

First a play called “All kinds of Families like The Smiths, the Bolts, …”

Second we are going to sing a song called ….

And finally we are going to say a rhyme/ tongue twister

We hope you will enjoy it.

Thank you very much for listening.

Activity 7: Corners
Follow the guidelines in the Primary document.

This time it could be appropriate to have different groups working on the following aspects for the performance:

-Invitation poster

-Set Props.

T: This group can design the invitation poster. It will also be nice to decorate the stage (stage setting). The arrangement of furniture to represent the different homes where the play is enacted. 

Activity 8: Performance
The aim of this activity is to perform the story in front of an audience.

Step 1- T asks Ss to start preparing the things they need for the performance.

T: Children, today’s the day! Are we nervous? Do we have butterflies in our tummies? Don’t worry, all you have to do is 1st, breath deeply and 2nd be yourselves, be natural. All the rest will come out smoothly.

Now get into groups. Helper, who’s presenting the play? Who’s saying the rhyme? Who’s singing the song?…. Ok, very good!

Step 2- Ss present the play, sing a song, say a rhyme, act out the story… . Meanwhile T or Ss record the performance.

Step 3- When the performance finishes, helper can ask the audience the following question:

H: What do you think of the Performance?

Ss: I think it was fantastic!

H: Did anybody pick up the tongue twister? Ok, give it a go.

Activity 9: Evaluation
In this final activity T and Ss will revise the plan of Unit 2-PART  I  and in their diaries Ss will tick the activities done. It must be taken into account that the main aim of this task is for Ss to reflect on the activities they have practised so far and to make use of the language learnt during the assessed part. That is, T should encourage Ss to look in detail at the materials handled and used, recall the structures and vocabulary practised during the period and use them as a tool to communicate with their peers and T in the context of the unit. At this stage, and taking into account that they are already trained and familiar with the activity, T should try to move further on and start eliciting from Ss reasons for their evaluation.

Interaction sample:

T: What are we going to do today?

H: Check the planning and evaluate the activities.
T: Fine, so let’s go through the planning. Please, everybody find activity X in your diaries/folder. Do you remember? H, what was it about? What did we do? Which materials did we use? (to the group) What is your opinion about it? Why? What did we learn/What information did we obtain in this activity? How did we work? (pairs, groups, individually).

Along with H, T should record opinions and reasons on the b/b or preferably on paper (A3 or A1 if possible). The opinions may be given in their mother tongue, T should translate and write them down. These opinion-giving structures and vocabulary can become a bank of language for specific purposes or function-oriented. Not only that, but T should use this activity as a starting point to develop some other learning strategies like reasoning, reflecting on their own points of view, showing respect to peers’ opinions, reflecting on one’s work, etc.

T should repeat the same procedure with all the activities, posing some questions to H and some others to the group and encouraging participation.

When Ss are asked to write down their evaluation about the activities, T should encourage them to write not only the name of the activity and some type of “standard” “I liked …/I didn’t like …” expressions, but also further comments elicited from the evaluation activity itself. If they have a recorded personal evaluation, they can use it when doing the next evaluation session so it is a way of giving them more resources to broaden their use of language at different levels.

This activity offers good opportunities for both revision practice of “everyday classroom language” and language of the unit. In this particular case focus on:

-What did we learn about? We learnt about … .

-What did we do with that information? It’s on the chart, over there.

-What new vocabulary (semantic fields) did we learn?  

-What type of activities did we do? 

-Did we talk about…?

-Did we write in our S&S Book?

-Did we sing a song/say a rhyme?

-Did we perform a story?

-…

T asks Ss to write down their opinion about each activity (T writes down a range of opinions on the b/b).

-Excellent/Very nice/Nice/Not so nice/Bad

Ss write down the best activity for them and what they have learnt.

-Which has been the best activity for you?

-The one I liked best was…

-My favourite activity was…

Finally Ss write down something they have learnt in Part  I  and compare it with their group peers’ self-assessment.

-In this activity I learnt...

-Now I know...
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