Primary 4 / Unit 2: Family Tree
PART II: My Family Tree
Appendix_LANGUAGE

Appendix_LANGUAGE
Activity 10: Planning
The aim of this activity is to talk about different types of families and write down the planning of PART  II.

Step 1- T presents PART  II  revising what they remember about the families in ‘All Kinds of Families’ book and the story told at the beginning of the unit. They talk about how they keep a record of things they have done, places they have visited…(albums…).

T: Do you remember the book we read about families? Let’s see if we recall how many different types of families we had there… There was a family made up of two members: husband and wife. Who were they?… Another family with only two members…? And how many people are there in your family?

S: We are only three: my dad, my mum and me!

T: And do you often visit your other relatives, for instance, your grandpa, grandma, your auntie, uncle…? When do you visit them? or When do they visit you? During the weekends? on Christmas Day? / For grandpa’s birthday? …

Do you take snapshots of those special occasions? photos? We all love to take photos of our family and friends. And what do you do with them?
S: We keep/put them in a book.

T: It’s called a family photo album. This contains snapshots of important events and places you’ve shared, and special people you hold dear. You can store important family information. Everyone loves their family photo albums. When I was a kid, I used to pull it off the shelf and spend hours marvelling that my parents were ever that young, how little I once was. I used to have great fun sitting down with my mum and dad and looking through the family photo album. It was a great way to share memories.

T: In a family photo album we’ve just said that we can find photos, anything else? What else can you find in a family photo album? Do you write anything under the snapshot?

S: We write the date…!

T: Very good! We write titles and captions only or combine them with descriptions and thoughts about the photos (include thoughts from family and friends). You can also use poems or quotations as accompanying text for your photos. Remember that a scrapbook is also a genealogical record. You show your family history for the pleasure and education of future generations as well as your own. Include dates and as many complete names as possible.
Step 2- Ss will bring photos of different members of their family. T will scan or photocopy them for Ss’ scrapbook. Father, mother, daughter, son, aunt, uncle, cousin, grandmother, grandfather…; Special events: Christmas, birthdays…
T: Now boys and girls listen carefully, You have to bring copies of photos of your parents and other relatives or once you bring them we can make copies here. Ask your mum and dad and tell them we will take good care of them, OK? We will need them because we are going to make a scrapbook. Do you know what a scrapbook is? It’s a book/album with empty pages where you can stick newspaper articles, pictures, etc. which you have collected and want to keep.
Step 3- T presents the plan for Unit 1-PART II. H (or T) writes down PART II plan in the Classroom Diary. Ss copy the plan in their diaries.

T: Let’s see what things we are going to do in Part II.
PART II planning

We are going to:

-sing a song

-build a family scrapbook

-write about us and some people in our families

-design our family tree

-write in the Sing & Say Book

-work in corners

-check the activities

T: These are the activities that we are going to do in Part II. First we are going to… Second we are going to… And finally we are going to…

H: Boys and girls, copy the plan in your diaries, please!

Activity 11: Song, ‘There’s a Monkey Sitting in my Family Tree’.
Ss will sing the song ‘There’s a Monkey Sitting in my Family Tree’ . Ss will listen to the song and try to recognize any word. H will write them down while Ss dictate them. T will explain more key words (if necessary) to help understanding and they will then read together the song. T and Ss will stand up in a circle. T will encourage Ss to propose movements for each verse miming key words. Ss sing the song and follow the lyrics.

T: I want you to put on your listening ears because we are going to listen to the song. I want you to try to pick up words from the song. Let’s see if you are successful, if you’re good at listening. Is everybody ready?

T: Did you like it? Now let’s see how many words did you pick up? Any volunteers?

Does anybody know the meaning of “politely”? Well it’s a very difficult word and sometimes people have a shortage of it. It means possessing good manners. Not being rude. For instance, when you’re asking for something, give me the scissors,… we should use a special word, which is? 

S: Please!

T: Good! When we use these words like please, thank you, listen when one is talking we are being polite. And ignore? Does anybody know? Try to guess? Yes it’s when we refuse to pay attention to somebody or something. 

Now that we have sorted out these difficult words, we are going to read it very carefully.

I want you all to form a circle. So, H, ask them to get in a circle. Keep your eyes and ears wide open, please. What could we do during the first part of the song, do you have any ideas? 

We are going to copy the movements while we sing the song. Now H, give the start, please!

H: Ready, steady, go!

Alternative song: any other song from the ones suggested in the introduction to the unit can be used instead of ‘There’s a Monkey Sitting in my Family Tree’. It would be advisable to choose one belonging to parents’ time.

Activity 12: My scrapbook

Ss will design their own scrapbook after analysing a model.

Step 1- T will show his/her scrapbook and talk about the kinds of things s/he keeps inside. (Recommendation: show Ss different types of scrapbooks. By doing this Ss will have several models to choose from).

T: Look children, This is my scrapbook. Do you want to see what’s inside? Alright, I’m going to show you my scrapbook. Arkaitz! Don’t swing on your chair, you might hurt yourself. Sit up straight, please! Okay! In this book I‘ve saved pictures, postcards, newspaper clippings, magazine articles, play bills, ticket stubs,  and other cool things. They remind me of my family and friends and the fun I had! See these photos? Well, over here, you can read the names of the people in the photo. We can find out who they are, when and where it was taken. Look at this!   This is a ticket stub. I bought this ticket to see Harry Potter in London 5 years ago! I paid £10! If £1 is around 2€, how many € did I pay for the cinema? And big scary things, like my bout with pneumonia. That’s me in bed. I was very ill then….
Step 2- Ss will make their own scrapbook. First of all, Ss will work on the cover so Ss will bind together 3 pieces of cardboard (A3 size).Then they will stick their family picture on the cover. They can decorate it by adding a title, messages...(ideas in Appendix_12B)…T will offer  Ss different materials (old magazines, comics, Appendix 12_A with templates…) in case they want to create a photo montage for the cover of their own scrapbook They will have to glue photos (or photocopies) of some relatives’ faces on the pictures. Ss may decorate the cover of a scrapbook album with decorative stamps, stickers, write a title on the cover of their book, create a decorative border on the cover with stamps or traced or printed clip art images.
T: How about making your own scrapbook? ( T can show Ss different types of scrapbooks) To make your own book, you'll need: paper thick enough to make the cover and backing (in any size, colour or shape you want), paper for the pages  of the book (get enough so that you have enough pages for your book), a hole puncher and some twine, yarn, string or ribbon!. Make sure the inside pages are all straight and together, then stack them. Now use your  puncher and punch holes in the sheets. Your book might be too thick to punch all at once, so you might have to do it in sections. If you do, just be careful to line up the holes. Use wide ribbon or cording to bind the pages and the cover together. Lace the ribbon or cording through holes punched along the left edges of the book. Once we’ve created our book we will start with the cover. Create a cool cover using really cool paper, stamps and photos. Cut your covers to the size you want them. You can make them any shape you want! Square, rectangle, circle...whatever! This is going to be YOUR book!

You might need some cut outs from these comics, magazines and photocopies in order to decorate the covers, or you can always draw your own pictures. In this box you have some stickers in case you decide to use them.

I like this tag: KEEP OUT! NOBODY CAN OPEN IT WITHOUT PERMISSION!

Have you brought your family photos?

S: Yes.

T: Good!

S: This is my favourite uncle. This one here is my best friend.

S: This is a photo of my family. Another of my grandma.

Step 3- T will scan or photocopy the photographs children have brought from home.

T: H, hand out these pictures please.

Step 4- In order to write in their scrapbooks Ss will need information about their family. They will take home a questionnaire (secret facts/likes, nicknames, funny pictures, sign of zodiac, timetables, relatives, thumbprints, places they have visited… )to be answered by one or two members of the family.

T: You have to find some information about your family to describe them in your scrapbook. What would you like to write about?.... So, what do you think about finding the information you need at home? Completing this questionnaire will help you to choose and write the information you need. You will have to interview one or two members of your family. H, hand out these papers, please! Don’t forget to bring them back tomorrow.

Activity 13: All about me
Ss will write about themselves.

Step 1-T will introduce the task showing Ss his/her scrapbook, pages 2&3, where s/he has written about him/herself, or shows different models taken from other sources (Internet…). T will invite Ss to answer some question about themselves.

T: Now boys & girls, have a look at these pages. Over here there are lots of facts about my life. For example, there’s a picture here when I was a month old and beneath that it says that I was born in Australia on the 2nd August 1960. So here we’re talking about when and where I was born. Up here, on the top left hand side there’s a picture where you can see me riding a chopper when I was 10. Most of the kids at that age use to ride choppers or dragsters. It was a type of bike. Nowadays you can ride mountain bikes, BMX bikes, road or racing bikes. This one was a present from my mum and dad. Gee, it was great fun! See what it says down here: riding a chopper when I was ten.

Right children, as you can see there are pictures and brief comments written underneath plus extra personal information about my hobbies, likes & dislikes, what I was afraid of, and so on. See this paper, well you’ve got questions and answers here you might need when you’re writing about yourselves.

Step 2- Ss will write about themselves in English, first in their diaries, then in the scrapbook, page 2 & 3. T may introduce the language they require by making up a glossary of words and useful structures helping the class translate the language they need or by means of tags. Ss may also be given language patterns to compose their sentences (Appendix_13).

T: H, hand out these papers please. Okay boys & girls, let’s start reading what it says here. H please….. 

Activity 14: Sing & Say, ‘Family Album Chant’

Ss will write the lyrics of the song  ’Family Album Chant’  in their Sing & Say book.

Step 1- T tells Ss that they are going to write the song they have learnt.

T: Children, in order to write the lyrics of the song, what do we need? You’re right. First, we need scrap paper and a pencil. Then, we need our Sing & Say book. Now H, hand out these exercise books so that we can start writing.

H: How many in your group?
Ss: Four

H: Here you are.

Ss: Thank you.

Step 2- In pairs or small groups, Ss write on scrap paper the beginning of the song ’Family Album Chant’  the way they think it is. Then, T writes the first line on the b/b. Ss check their written production. T and Ss follow the same procedure with the rest of the song. Once this has been done Ss copy the corrected version in their Sing & Say books.

Step 3- T and Ss say and write some other words which have the same sound.

T: Pay attention children. Look at these words. Can you say them? For example, this one. Nice try. And this one?. Listen to me. Now say them after me. See how we say these words. Now write them down.

-Up, umbrella, trumpet, truck, jump, mushroom, duck, puppet, thunder.

-So, go, no.

-Not, pot, lot, got, hot, hop, top, shop.

-Thief, chief, grief, brief, fierce, pierce, shield, believe.

-Could, would, should.
-Thought, bought, taught, sought.
Step 4- T and Ss learn and practise the following tongue-twister:

She said she should sit.
T: Now children, I want you to listen very carefully. Are you ready? Now it’s your turn. Once again. Lovely! Now you have to say it very slowly. This time you’ll have to say it three times to your head but silently. Very good!

Activity 15: My Family Tree

Ss will create their own family tree.
Step 1- T will show his/her family tree (or use a fictional family instead of their own. It must be either from a literary work, a television show, or a cartoon. The Simpson Family: Homer, Bart, Marge, Lisa, Maggie, Grandpa, Patty and Selma) and talk about the different people that appear and the generations they are grouped in. They infer what the organisation and symbols mean in terms of relationships (marriages, children, siblings…).

T: Look children, what does this picture look like?

S: It’s a tree.

T: You’re right. This is my family tree. Do you know what a family tree is? Look at the leaves. Helper, can you read what is inside this one?

S: Jose.

T: What’s that?

S: It’s a  name!

T: Yes, this is my dad’s name. And look at this, this my name. So what is a family tree?

S: It’s a tree with the names of your family!

T: Right! We learn more about where we come from. Often, seeing our immediate family drawn out on paper will help us to remember relatives better and understand those relationships of how those relatives are related. Look, I’ve drawn three groups of people that are called generations. The first generation is on top and they are my grandparents. The second generation is in the middle and who d’you think they are?

S: Your parents!

T: Bingo! and also their brothers and sisters who are…Who knows?

S: Your uncles and aunts!

T: Good guess! Well done! And at the bottom we can see the third generation. This is me. So when we draw a family tree at the beginning or on top of it we put the oldest people in the family. Right? Look at these lines, what do they mean?

S: That your grandparents had 3 children.

Step 2- T will tell them they are going to design their own family tree and helps them think of different patterns they could use to represent the three generations: tree, rivers, path, train, house and space rocket windows... Ss will create their own family tree following the pattern they like best. They will first make a draft in their diaries and later they will draw the pattern in their scrapbook.

T: Now you are going to design your own family tree. You can choose other patterns instead of a tree, for instance, a path, river,  maze, waterfall, train, rocket ...Which picture or pattern could we use instead of a tree?

S: I like the waterfall and my relatives are going to be drops! 

S: My family is very big.

S: I don’t have any cousins.

S: My aunt lives in Getaria, Catalonia, America...

Step 3- In pairs they will explain their family trees to each other and talk about their families. They can use language support in Appendix_15.

S: Good morning/afternoon everybody. This is my Family Tree… Thank you for listening.

Activity 16: Corners

Ss will work in corners. Follow the guidelines in the Primary document.

Note: suggested corners:

-Reading

-Computers

-Index Cards (family…)

-Games (Bingo, Pelmanism, Snap, Happy Families- Longman Children’s Picture Dictionary Teacher’s resource Book, Pearson Education (games and other resources, p.30, 75, 76)

-Handicrafts(scrapbook, mobiles about family like family trees…)

-Pending Tasks (Diary, Sing & Say Book, family tree…)

-Worksheets corner (to revise concepts or vocabulary): The Express Picture Dictionary, Express Publishing, Longman p.20-21 + Activity Book, p. 20-21. Longman Children’s Picture Dictionary, Pearson Education, chapter 9 + Teacher’s resource Book (games and other resources, p.30, 75, 76).

Activity 17: People in my family

Ss will write about one or two members of their families.

Step 1- T will read some information about the family members from his/her scrapbook: secret facts/likes, nicknames, funny pictures, sign of zodiac, timetables, relatives, thumbprints, places they’ve visited, historical facts that happened when they were born/ a child.... T will tell Ss in order to write about one or two family members they will need the questionnaire they took home some days before. They can also write short poems about their family members. Ss will select & include info from the questionnaire together with photos. They may write the information as captions for the pictures. Ss will be given language patterns to compose their sentences (Appendix_17B).

T: Well, children. We’ve written about ourselves. We’ve finished our family tree. And now we are going to choose members of our family to talk about them. I’ve chosen my dad and my youngest son. Helper, please, can you help me? Would you mind reading what I wrote? Thank you.

H: My…her dad’s name is Angel.

T: Ane, please. Who is in this picture?

S: Your mum and dad… when they got married!

T: Look at their clothes. What colour are they? Are they like the wedding dresses and suits we wear nowadays?

Let’s have a look at this encyclopaedia. Did anything important happen when they were a children?

Listen! We’ve found that The Beatles were very important. They wrote very famous songs.

H, please, can you give them back their questionnaires?

Now, let see if you can write three short lines about your relatives.

This is my dad Antonio, but his friends call him Antton. My granddad doesn’t like it because he’s Antonio as well.

His/her favourite food is... S/he got up at seven. S/he’s afraid of spiders. She’s been to America. I like him/her because s/he makes me laugh.

Step 2- T can work with Ss on the technique to write haiku (traditional Japanese short poem. Appendix_17A).

T: Look at my scrapbook again. I’ve wrote a poem about my son. Is it long or short? This is a Japanese short poem called Haiku. Let’s read mine and then we will try to write one about someone in this class. 

What can we talk about?

He’s good at football!…He’s very tall… as tall as a tree...and thin as a…. a pine…

Activity 18: Evaluation

In this final activity T and Ss will revise the plan of Unit 2-PART  II  and in their diaries Ss will tick the activities done. It must be taken into account that the main aim of this task is for Ss to reflect on the activities they have practised so far and to make use of the language learnt during the assessed part. That is, T should encourage Ss to look in detail at the materials handled and used, recall the structures and vocabulary practised during the period and use them as a tool to communicate with their peers and T in the context of the unit. At this stage, and taking into account that they are already trained and familiar with the activity, T should try to move further on and start eliciting from Ss reasons for their evaluation.

Interaction sample:

T: What are we going to do today?

H: Check the planning and evaluate the activities.

T: Fine, so let’s go through the planning. Please, everybody find activity X in your diaries/folder. Do you remember? H, what was it about? What did we do? Which materials did we use? (to the group) What is your opinion about it? Why? What did we learn/What information did we obtain in this activity? How did we work? (pairs, groups, individually).

Along with H, T should record opinions and reasons on the b/b or preferably on paper (A3 or A1 if possible). The opinions may be given in their mother tongue, T should translate and write them down. These opinion-giving structures and vocabulary can become a bank of language for specific purposes or function-oriented. Not only that, but T should use this activity as a starting point to develop some other learning strategies like reasoning, reflecting on their own points of view, showing respect to peers’ opinions, reflecting on one’s work, etc.

T should repeat the same procedure with all the activities, posing some questions to H and some others to the group and encouraging participation.

When Ss are asked to write down their evaluation about the activities, T should encourage them to write not only the name of the activity and some type of standard “I liked …/I didn’t like …” expressions, but also further comments elicited from the evaluation activity itself. If they have a recorded personal evaluation, they can use it when doing the next evaluation session so it is a way of giving them more resources to broaden their use of language at different levels.

This activity offers good opportunities for both revision practice of “everyday classroom language” and language of the unit. In this particular case focus on:

-What did we learn about? We learnt about … .

-What new vocabulary (semantic fields) did we learn? Names of our relatives.

-What type of activities did we do? 

-Did we talk about…?

-Did we write in our S&S Book?

-Did we sing a song/say a rhyme?

-Did we perform a story?

-Did we make a scrapbook?

-…

T asks Ss to write down their opinion about each activity (T writes down a range of opinions on the b/b).

-Excellent/Very nice/Nice/Not so nice/Bad

Ss write down the best activity for them and what they have learnt.

-Which has been the best activity for you?

-The one I liked best was…

-My favourite activity was…

Finally Ss write down something they have learnt in Part  II  and compare it with their group peers’ self-assessment.

-In this activity I learnt...

-Now I know...
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