Primary 5/Unit 1: Weather & Climate
PART I: Weather Forecast
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Activity 1: Planning
The aim of this activity is to warm up the Ss for the forthcoming activities, talk about the unit and then write down the planning and the learning objectives of Part I. This unit will show us the importance of weather in our lives, how it affects our way of living and why weather forecasting is important.

T will present the unit by eliciting previous knowledge about weather and climate.
Step 1- T will elicit prior knowledge of the topic. The learning theory of constructivism supports the view that human learning is constructed as Ss build new knowledge on previous experiences and pre-conceived notions. The more we know the more we can learn. Learners are not, in other words, passive. Rather, they often are quite active in learning. Ss are active creators of their own knowledge. This knowledge known by the S will influence how the learner understands new concepts. So the T must assess the Ss’ background and unveil misconceptions.
T: Right boys & girls, I want you to look out the window. Could someone tell us what’s the weather like today?
S: It’s hot, cold, rainy, cloudy, …
T: And what’s the weather like in autumn? And in the North Pole? And in the Equator?
(…)

Step 2- Ss will talk about weather forecasting: who predicts weather, how, instruments they use, why it is important…
T: How do we know what it will be like tomorrow or after tomorrow, or in three days´ time?
Ss: You can look it up on the Internet, see it on a TV weather report, read it on the Newspapers.
T: Very good! By the way, the study of the weather is called Meteorology. As you all know in many places on Earth weather changes daily. If we have a look at the globe, we can say that in the northern hemisphere Summer will end and Autumn will start in September, but, on the other hand, in the southern hemisphere Winter will end and Spring will start. All this means that if we compare the weather we have here with the weather in Sydney for example, it will be completely different. But how do the scientists know? Anybody knows?
Well, First they use weather observation satellites. They are objects launched to orbit Earth and send us images/photographs of the state of the atmosphere at a given time and  place, the type of clouds moving etc. They also use information sent by weather stations, balloons, aircraft, ships to forecast the weather.

But why is it so important to know what the weather will be like during the following days. Lots of people like to listen to or watch the weather forecasts so that they know what weather is on the way. If we’re having bad weather there’s no point going to the beach or having a picnic and if it’s winter there's no point going skiing if there's no snow. The weather can affect our lives, jobs, etc. For instance, the hurricanes that hit the US every year. People have to be evacuated because of the danger. Recently, Katrina, one of the most damaging and deadly hurricanes, brought complete devastation to the Mississippi coast. Hurricane Katrina devastated New Orleans and more than a million people were driven from their homes. The disaster killed lots of people. Did you know that these Tropical storms occur in several of the world's oceans? In the Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, and the Eastern Pacific Ocean, they are called hurricanes. In the Western Pacific Ocean, they are called typhoons. In the Indian Ocean, the Bay of Bengal, and Australia, these types of storms are called cyclones.

When the weather is bad, many activities become more difficult to carry out. Farmers will not plant crops when there’s bad weather. Pilots need to have up-to-date weather information to help them prepare their routes. Sailors need to know the conditions at sea. House builders want to get as much major work done on homes as possible before the bad weather starts etc.
Step 3- Ss will write down their ideas under the heading of “What we know about weather” on a big piece of paper and use a graphic organizer to illustrate the class' prior knowledge about the topic (eg. Adjectives describing weather, instruments to predict weather, factors related to climate…). This activity can be carried out in groups.

T: Right boys and girls, I want you to think and write down everything you know about the weather on this transparency/big sheet of paper. When you’re finished we’ll share the information with the other groups and put it all together to see what we know about the weather. Understood?
Step 4- T will present the plan for Unit 1-PART I. H (or T) will write down PART I plan in the Classroom Diary. Ss will copy the plan in their diaries.

T: Let’s see what things we are going to do in Part I.
We are going to:

-talk about weather.

-learn about the elements of weather.

-measure rain and temperature

-write a weather forecast.

-sing a song.

-work in corners.
T: These are the activities that we are going to do in Part I. First we are going to… Second we are going to… And finally we are going to…

H: Boys and girls, copy the plan in your diaries, please!

T: Now boys & girls, listen carefully. We have just written down the things that we are going to do, but what about the things that we are going to learn during the following weeks?

Well, you have to have a very clear idea of what you’re going to learn so in order to find it out I’m going to write/hang on the b/b our learning objectives, which are:

Our learning objectives

We are going to:

-learn vocabulary and expressions about weather.

-understand symbols in weather forecasts.

-write a weather forecast.

-memorize a song (learn the song by heart).

Now children, please copy them in your diaries

Activity 2: Song, ‘The weather’

Ss will sing the song ‘The weather’.
Step 1- Ss will first do a listening activity, filling in the gaps and will then sing the song.

T: H, would you please hand out these sheets of paper.

H: Group leaders come to the front of the class/ over here please. How many do you want?

T: Right boys & girls! These are the lyrics of the song but as you can see some words are missing so we´ll have to listen very carefully in order to pick up the words. First of all we are going to read the song. Any volunteer? Can you recognise any word? What do you think the song is about?

S: I think it’s about the weather.

T: Very good! Let’s read the first verse again. Here is our first gap. Any suggestions? Let’s see if you can tell me words that rhyme with… . Now listen real closely to the song. Did you jot down any words? Peter how many?… Very good! Let’s check! 

Asier! read the first sentence. Repeat the word again, please? Can you spell it, please? Do you all know what it means? Ok! Olatz go on. …

T: Very good! Now check your answers in pairs please. Right! What’s this?

S: A booklet!

T: And what does it say over here?

S: My Songs.

T: That’s right. Written by?

S: You!

T: This will be our new Song Book for this year. We are going to learn some songs and write them down in this book.

Step 2- Ss will learn the following saying about the weather.
Red sky at morning, sailors take warning.

Red sky at night, sailor's delight.
T: What’s the meaning of warning? Look it up in the dictionary please.

Activity 3: Weather Forecasts Symbols and language.

In this activity Ss will analyse weather forecasts in mass media and infer meaning of symbols and language used. Ss will also record daily information about the weather from a local newspaper at the beginning of the school day and discuss the accuracy of the prediction.

T: Did you watch the weather forecast last evening? What were their predictions for today?

S: They said that it was going to…

T: Let’s represent it. H, can you record the information, please? They talked about the temperature. And what did they say?

S: They said that we were going to have around 20ºC.

T: They said that we were going to have wind from the West. Where is the west on this map? Look at the map of Spain, which region is in the West?…

Now the most important question would be if they were right.
Step 1-T & Ss will watch a recorded TV forecast twice. The first time Ss will have to tell the T what it is about. The second time they will have to focus on the following questions:

· What did they talk about in the weather forecast? T helps Ss by naming each element: temperature, rainfall and clouds, wind ...

· What did they use to show us the information? (a map, pictures to represent the weather, numbers, letters...)

Ss & T will discuss what they have seen and heard and record the conclusions they reach on a wallchart. Ss will then try to infer what the symbols stand for: numbers to represent temperature, a sun for sunny weather, white clouds for cloudy, black clouds with dots for rain...

T: Today we are going to watch a video. So pay attention to what they say.

What is s/he talking about? What is the video about?

S: It’s about the weather.

T: Good! This is called a weather forecast. Can you tell me what they do in a weather forecast?

S: They predict weather for the following days.

T: Excellent! If we want to know the weather forecast for tomorrow, where can we find this information?

S: On TV, on the news, on the Internet, in a newspaper...

T: Let’s watch it again. Now you have to look for this information:

*What did they say about the weather?

*What did they use to give us this information?

S: They talked about temperature, rainfall and clouds, wind...

S: S/he used a map, pictures to represent the weather, numbers, letters...

T: What pictures did s/he use?

S: A sun for sunny weather, white clouds for cloudy, black clouds with dots for rain.… 

T: These pictures are called symbols.

Step 2- H will give each S a set of symbols and expressions which they will have to cut out and match individually.

T: Match these pictures with these expressions. Check it with your partner.

Step 3- T will give each group of 4 Ss a different newspaper clipping with the weather forecast. They will have to analyse different weather forecasts by identifying and recording the symbols and the expressions used. Each group will present their findings to their peers.

T: Look for the weather forecast in these newspapers. What symbols have they used? What words...? Let’s check it!

Step 4- T and Ss will use this info to check the activity carried out in step 2. Once this is done they will glue their cards in their diaries.
T: H, ask them to check and glue the cards in their diaries.
H: Check and glue the cards please.

Activity 4: Elements of weather: temperature & wind.

In this activity Ss will do a research on elements of weather (temperature & wind).

Step 1- After recording the weather predictions for the day and check their accuracy, T will divide the class into 4 groups. Each group will be assigned an element of weather. Ss will make use of reference materials to gather information.

T: Now boys & girls, what was the weather forecast for today?

S: Cloudy and windy.

T: Good! With the weather forecast we use the future tense in this way: It will be….

Were they right?

S: No, because it´s sunny!

T: Good point! But we must bear in mind that we live here. It´s a tiny point compared with the rest of the region and usually the weather forecast is for the whole region which means that even though it´s sunny now, it could and probably will change by noon or in the afternoon. Sometimes this change in the weather has already happen before we wake up. They also talked about the temperature. And what did they say?

S: They said that we were going to have around 20ºC.

T They also said that we were going to have wind from the West. Where is the west on this map? Look at the map of Spain, which region is in the West?…

S: (...)

T: Right! So now this is what we´re going to do. You´re going to do a bit of research. Can anybody tell us the four elements of weather we mentioned the other day?

S: Temperature, wind, rainfall and clouds.

T: Fantastic! Now, First you´re going to get into 4 Groups. Once you´ve done that I´m going to give you an element of weather and you´re going to look it up in reference books and write down specific information about it.

First group pick up a card and read it.

S: Temperature.

T: So group 1 here is going to find information on temperature, how is it measured. What instruments scientists use to measure it, etc.

Step 2- Each group will present their findings to their peers. Temperature:T will explain and elicit the effects temperature has on our lives. The sun factor and Ss could do the  skin thermometers experiment. Wind: The second group will explain what wind is, how to measure its direction and force, what a wind vane looks like and how to classify wind according to the Beaufort wind scale.

T: Group 1, please, can you tell us what you found about temperature?

S: Good morning everybody, today we are going to talk about temperature.

What is temperature?

The level of hotness. That means it could be cold, hot, cool, warm, This is, the amount of heat a place or a person has.

How do we measure it?

We use a thermometer to measure temperature. Thermometers have got a little tube with a liquid inside. It goes up when it’s hot and goes down when it’s cold. There are lines all along the thermometer with numbers next to them. They indicate degrees centigrade or degrees Celsius.

Thank you very much for listening.

T: Why do we have higher or lower temperatures?

Temperatures change because of the sun. Sunny days have higher temperature than rainy days. For instance, when is it hotter, in the afternoon or in the morning? In the morning or at night?

It’s hotter in the afternoon than in the morning. Why? Because the Sun is closer to us and heats up the Earth more hours.

Where is it colder, in the hall or in our classroom? Why? It’s colder in the hall than in … because...

The ground floor is colder than the second floor.

What do we do when it’s too hot/too cold outside? Do we play football? What do we have to do?…

What kind of clothes do we wear when it’s very hot/very cold?

When do we have more vegetables, when it’s cold or hot? What do trees do when it’s very cold? And what do animals such as bears do when it’s cold?

Ss: (….)

T: Very good! Now group 2. It´s your turn.Tell us what you found about the wind.

S: Good morning everybody today we are going to talk about the wind. (…).

T: This is a wind vane and it tells us where the wind comes from. If it points that way the wind comes from the North, South, East, West. If you see the branches moving it’s a breeze… .What happens with roof tiles or aerials with strong winds? What happens to trees with gales or hurricanes…
Have you ever seen a hurricane/a gale? Where? What happened to trees?

Were you on the beach? What happened to you?

Activity 5: Elements of weather: clouds & rainfall.

In this activity Ss will present their findings to the class both orally and through a visual presentation.
Step 1- T and Ss will record weather predictions for the day and check their accuracy.

T: Did you watch the weather forecast last evening? What were their predictions for today?

S: They said that it was going to…

T: Let´s record it on the chart. Were they right? I think they mentioned the temperature for today. Can anybody tell us how many degrees Celcius will the thermometer show.

S: They said that we were going to have around 20ºC.

T: This is read 20 degrees celsius
Step 2- The third group will explain the types of clouds. Meanwhile Ss from the other groups will fill in a handout.

S: Good morning everybody today we are going to talk about clouds. (...)

Thank you very much for listening. Do you have any questions?
Step 3- T and Ss will talk about the effects of cloudy days on our lives, about rain and the water cycle. Then, Group 4 will present their findings on rain to the rest of the class.

T: Well boys & girls, clouds are condensed water. We can tell one from another by observation.

These clouds are called cirrus and they are high in the sky.

When do we need more light to study? What time do we switch on the light in winter?

When do we spend more in electricity?

Do you remember last year when we talked about the water cycle?

Iker, I know you don’t remember, that’s why I brought these posters along from P4.

Now you remember, that’s a good boy. Let me put them on the blackboard.

T: Where does water come from?

S: River, seas, oceans, cloud, rain…

T: Right! How much do you know or remember about the water cycle?

S: Evaporation, condensation, precipitation

T: Very Good! The water cycle never ends. It rains when water condenses…

Rainfall is the amount of rain that falls in a place and we can measure it with a rain gauge.

When do we travel by car more, on dreary rainy days or on sunny days?

When are there more traffic accidents, on rainy days or on sunny days?

What problems can we have if there is snow (can we go to school or to work?).

What can happen if there is too much rain?

Activity 6: Language awareness: reflecting on language.
This activity will encourage Ss to explore how language works.The different types of exercises described can be interspersed among the other activities.

-Vocabulary.
-Sound discrimination.

-Sayings about weather.

-Future tense when predicting weather.

T: Let’s play a game. In a minute you have to think of as many words as you can related to temperature (wind, precipitation, clouds). First you´ll have to write the words on a scrap of paper. The words will be accepted as long as they are connected to the word temperature. Then somebody from each group will come and write them down on the b/b.

T: Who can tell me a word that has the same ending sound as weather?

S: brother, father....

T: Have you ever heard this saying?

Some older people say that because their bones hurt, they know it's going to rain soon.

My brother broke his arm and it hurts before big weather changes.

T: Let’s read the first sentence in this weather forecast.Tomorrow it will rain.

When we´re talking about tomorrow we´re talking about the future.And when we want to describe the future we use the structure:

-It + will + rain.
Activity 7: Corners

Follow the guidelines in the Primary document.

Ss will work in corners.

T: Right children. Today we´re going to have corners. So I want each one of you to choose one. Helper, would you please continue?

H: OK! Who is going to choose the index card corner? Raise your hands please.

One, two,……, five, thank you.

H: You´ve got three minutes to finish what you´re doing / In three minutes I´ll order you all to stop.

H: Time´s up. Would you please stop what you´re doing?Thank you.

T: Now, let’s see what you´ve been doing in those corners.

H: Reading Corner. It´s your turn.

S: Well, I’ve read a book. It was about … . I think it was…

H: Game Corner. It´s your turn.

S: I have played noughts and crosses. It was a very interesting game. I played 6 times and I won three out of six.

Activity 8: Writing a Weather forecast

In this activity Ss must use the information in order to write their own weather forecast for their local area, region….

Step 1- T and Ss will record the weather predictions for the day and check their accuracy.T will then elicit from Ss what elements have to be considered when forecasting the weather.

T: What was the weather forecast for today? H, could you record the information, please?

S: …..

T: The temperature will be approximately around ..., how many degrees?

S:  ...ºC

T: They also said that we were going to have wind from the west (westerly winds). Where is the west on this map? Look at the map of the Basque Country. Where is the East, and the West? And the North? And the South?

SS: ….

T: So, what do we have to consider when forecasting the weather?

First of all the temperature, then the wind, rainfall and finally clouds or sunshine (sunny spells):

Tomorrow, the weather will be…

It will / won’t rain

There’ll be … winds from the ...

I will be cloudy / sunny / partly cloudy…

I predicted that it was going to… and I was right / wrong…

Step 2- Ss will then write the weather forecast in their diaries using appropriate weather words. In pairs, Ss will compare their predictions and in the following class when students have completed their forecasts in a multimedia presentation, have them present the weather forecast to the class. Ss could also broadcast the daily weather forecast.

T: Right boys and girls, you are now going to write the weather forecast of this area. You will need to use all of the information we have been learning in class about weather forecasting and a weather map. You should watch the local television weather forecaster to see what elements of the weather they feel are necessary to tell their viewers. In your case, you should have four items that you will be forecasting: rain, clouds, temperature, wind direction, wind speed and something nice to end your forecast. You can use sentences such as: have a nice day. So don’t forget your umbrellas when you go to school, …. 

Activity 9: Evaluation

In this final activity T and Ss will revise the plan of Unit 1, PART  I  and in their diaries Ss will tick the activities done. It must be taken into account that the main aim of this task is for Ss to reflect on the activities they have practised so far and to make use of the language learnt during the assessed part. That is, T should encourage Ss to look in detail at the materials handled and used, recall the structures and vocabulary practised during the period and use them as a tool to communicate with their peers and T in the context of the unit. At this stage, and taking into account that they are already trained and familiar with the activity, T should try to move further on and start eliciting from Ss reasons for their evaluation.

Interaction sample:

T: What are we going to do today?

H: Check the planning and evaluate the activities.
T: Fine, so let’s go through the planning. Please, everybody find activity X in your diaries/folder. Do you remember? H, what was it about? What did we do? Which materials did we use? (to the group) What is your opinion about it? Why? What did we learn/What information did we obtain in this activity? How did we work? (pairs, groups, individually).

Along with H, T should record opinions and reasons on the b/b or preferably on paper (A3 or A1 if possible). The opinions may be given in their mother tongue, T should translate and write them down. These opinion-giving structures and vocabulary can become a bank of language for specific purposes or function-oriented. Not only that, but T should use this activity as a starting point to develop some other learning strategies like reasoning, reflecting on their own points of view, showing respect to peers’ opinions, reflecting on one’s work, etc.

T should repeat the same procedure with all the activities, posing some questions to H and some others to the group and encouraging participation.

When Ss are asked to write down their evaluation about the activities, T should encourage them to write not only the name of the activity and some type of “standard” “I liked …/I didn’t like …” expressions, but also further comments elicited from the evaluation activity itself. If they have a recorded personal evaluation, they can use it when doing the next evaluation session so it is a way of giving them more resources to broaden their use of language at different levels.

This activity offers good opportunities for both revision practice of “everyday classroom language” and language of the unit. In this particular case focus on:

-What did we learn about? We learnt about … .

-What did we do with that information? It’s on the chart, over there.

-What new vocabulary (semantic fields) did we learn?  

-What type of activities did we do? 

-Did we talk about…?

-Did we write in our  Song Book?

-Did we sing a song/say a rhyme?

-Did we perform a story?

-…

T asks Ss to write down their opinion about each activity (T writes down a range of opinions on the b/b).

-Excellent/Very nice/Nice/Not so nice/Bad

Ss write down the best activity for them and what they have learnt.

-Which has been the best activity for you?

-The one I liked best was…

-My favourite activity was…

Finally Ss write down something they have learnt in Part I  and compare it with their group peers’ self-assessment.

T: Ok boys & girls, we have finished Part I, now I want you all to open your diaries and revise the learning objectives we all wrote at the beginning of this part. H, would you please read them?

H: Nº 1 was to learn vocabulary and expressions about weather.
T: Ok, what weather vocabulary did we learn. Can anyone tell us?
S: Clouds, temperature,…
T: Try writing them in your diaries, please. Very good! Now how about expressions?
S: ……
T: Right!, H, what’s next?

H: Nº 2 was to understand symbols in weather forecasts.

T: Are we able to do understand symbols in weather forecasts?
S: ……
T: H, what’s next?

H: Nº 3 was to write a weather forecast.
T: Can we write a weather forecast for tomorrow? Are you sure? Let’s see. See the map of our local area. If I put these symbols over here, try writing the weather forecast for tomorrow.

S: ……
T: H, what’s next?

H: Nº 4 was to memorize a song.

T: Did we learn the song by heart? Let’s try it out. H give the start.

S: ……
T: Now boys & girls let’s try and write all the information that we have discovered about the weather on this poster. For instance, here we have the word clouds. What type of clouds can we recognize?
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