Primary 5
Unit 1: Weather & Climate
PART I: Weather Forecast 

PART  I: WEATHER FORECAST

SPECIFIC

OBJECTIVES

ACTIVITIES


Song: ‘The Weather’, adapted version



	ACTIVITY 1
	LANGUAGE

SKILS
	INTER

ACTION
	MATERIAL
	DESCRIPTION
	ORAL & WRITTEN PRODUCTION

	Planning
	S

L

R

W

R

W
	BG

I
	Big piece of paper (wallchart)

Classroom diary

Diaries
	1- T elicits previous knowledge related to climate and weather from Ss by means of a brainstorm activity.

2- They talk about weather forecasting: who predicts weather, how, instruments they use, why it is important…

3- They can write down all contributions under the heading of “What we know about weather” and “What we want to know about it” on a big piece of paper and try to join those closely related (eg. adjectives describing weather, instruments to predict weather, factors related to climate…) to group ideas.

4- T tells Ss they are going to learn things about the weather  and make weather forecasts

5- T presents the plan and what they are going to learn in Unit 1-PART I.

6- H (or T) writes down PART  I  plan and learning objectives on the Classroom Diary.

7- Ss copy them in their diaries.
	-What’s the weather like today?

-It’s hot, cold, rainy, cloudy  …

-And what’s the weather like in autumn? And in the North Pole? And in the Equator?
-How do we know what kind of weather we are going to have tomorrow? Because… we see it on TV/we see it on the news/we see it in the papers…

-And how do they know it? Who knows?

-Satellites send images of the clouds  moving.

-Is it important to know what the weather is going to be like for the next two days? Why?

-If we want to go to the beach, we want to know if it’s going to rain…

PART I planning

We are going to:

-talk about weather.

-learn about the elements of weather.

-look for information in weather forecasts.

-write a weather forecast.
-sing a song.

-work in corners.

Our learning objectives

We are going to:

-learn vocabulary and expressions about weather.

-understand and use symbols in weather forecasts.

-use vocabulary and expressions learnt in the unit to write a weather forecast.

	SUMMARY
	
	
	
	
	

	T presents the unit by eliciting previous knowledge about weather and climate. Then Ss write down the planning of PART  I  learning objectives.
	
	
	
	
	

	OBJECTIVES
	
	
	
	
	

	-To understand oral and written texts. (1.1)

-To develop learning strategies. (2.1)
	
	
	
	
	

	ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	
	
	
	
	

	-Follows T´s instructions / explanations. (1.1)

-Records own work in the diary. (2.1)
	
	
	
	
	


	ACTIVITY 2
	LANGUAGE

SKILS
	INTER

ACTION
	MATERIAL
	DESCRIPTION
	ORAL & WRITTEN PRODUCTION

	My Songs

‘The Weather’
	S

L

R

W


	BG

I

BG

P


	Handout_2

Scripts
	1- H hands out a copy of the lyrics with some gaps (Handout_2).

2- T and Ss read the text of the song, identify known words and try to guess the missing words.

3- H (with the help of T when needed) fills in the gaps with Ss’ contributions.

4- They listen to the song and fill in the gaps individually.

5- They listen to the song again.

6- Ss, in pairs, check their answers with a copy of the song (Scripts). They work on the meaning of the lyrics and T explains they are related to the following saying about weather.

Red sky at morning, sailors take warning

Red sky at night, sailor's delight.
7- They read the saying, try to explain its meaning, copy it in their diary and learn it.

8- They listen to the song and sing it along.
	-Lyrics of the song

-Look, what’s this?

-A booklet!

-Yes. And what’s the title?

-My Songs.

-That’s right. And whose book do you think it is?

-Yours!

-How do you know it?

-Because it says “by....”

-Can you guess what this is for?...

-This is where we’re gonna write all the new songs that we are going to learn this year.



	SUMMARY
	
	
	
	
	

	Ss listen to the song and fill in some gaps. Later they sing the song.
	
	
	
	
	

	OBJECTIVES
	
	
	
	
	

	-To read and understand key words and main ideas in the text.  (1.7)

-To predict missing words by rhyme and meaning.  (1.7)

-To memorize the song.(3.2)
	
	
	
	
	

	ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	
	
	
	
	

	-Understands key words and main ideas. (1.7)

-Predicts missing words. (1.7)

-Sings the song. (3.2)
	
	
	
	
	


	ACTIVITY 3
	LANGUAGE

SKILS
	INTER

ACTION
	MATERIAL
	DESCRIPTION
	ORAL & WRITTEN PRODUCTION

	Weather Forecasts

‘Symbols and language’
	S

L

R

W


	BG

I

SG

BG

I

BG
	Recorded TV forecast

Appendix_3A

Construction paper, A3 sheet paper…

Handout_3A

Handout_3B

Diaries

Handout_3C

Appendix_3C

Appendix_3D (map of community)

Appendix_3B
	1- T and Ss watch a recorded TV forecast twice. The first time Ss have to tell the T what they think the person on the video is talking about (they can watch just a part of the recording). The second time they have to focus on the following questions:

· What did they talk about in the weather forecast? T helps Ss give a name to each element: temperature, precipitation and clouds, wind ...

· What did they use to show us the information? (a map, pictures to represent the weather, numbers, letters...)

2- They talk about what they have seen and hear and answer the questions above, recording the info in a poster (an A3 sheet of paper to be added up to the classroom diary, a transparency...). Then they try to infer what the symbols stand for: numbers to represent temperature, a sun for sunny weather, white clouds for cloudy, black clouds with dots for rain... See Appendix_3A for language scaffolding.

3- T gives each group of 4 Ss a copy of a local newspaper or Handout_3A with the weather information from a newspaper. They have to look for the weather forecast (in case they use whole papers), identify weather symbols and expressions and record them in their diaries.

4- Each group presents their findings to the rest of the class.

5- H gives each S a set of symbols and expressions they have to cut out and match individually (Handout_3B). Finally they check their answers.

6- They stick their cards in their diaries to be used for reference later on.

Homework:

1- As a routine, Ss will collect information about the weather forecast from a local newspaper everyday at the beginning of the school day (Handout_3C). This task can be organised by establishing a rota of pairs of Ss beforehand (Appendix_3C) with the names of the students and the dates they will be in charge of collecting data.

2- Afterwards they will represent it on the weather map using appropriate symbols (Appendix_3D & 3B).

3- Next day they will record what the weather was like the day before in Handout_3C with the help of the T. They will comment on the accuracy of the prediction.

Note: a selection of weather terms can be found at:

http://www.teachervision.fen.com/page/3833.html
	-Today we are going to watch a video.

-What is s/he talking about? What is the video about?

-It’s about the weather.

-This is called a weather forecast. Can you tell me so, what they do in a weather forecast?

-They predict weather for the following days.

-If we want to know tomorrow’s weather, where can we find this info?

-On TV, on the news, on the Internet, in a newspaper...

-What was the maximum temperature yesterday? And the minimum?

-Did it rain?

	SUMMARY
	
	
	
	
	

	Ss analyse weather forecasts in mass media and infer meaning of symbols and language used.
	
	
	
	
	

	OBJECTIVES
	
	
	
	
	

	-To understand oral and written texts. (1.1) (3.1)

-To infer meaning of symbols used in weather forecasts. (3.5)

-To get familiar with vocabulary and expressions related to weather. (3.4)
	
	
	
	
	

	ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	
	
	
	
	

	-Follows T’s explanations.  (1.1) (3.1)

-Gets information from different kind of texts and shares it with classmates.  (3.1) (3.3) (2.2)

-Identifies and understands symbols used in weather forecasts. (3.5)

-Knows basic vocabulary related to weather. (3.4)
	
	
	
	
	


	ACTIVITY 4
	LANGUAGE

SKILS
	INTER

ACTION
	MATERIAL
	DESCRIPTION
	ORAL & WRITTEN PRODUCTION

	Elements of weather

‘Temperature, Wind’
	S

L

R

W


	BG

SG

BG

I

BG

I
	Handout_3C

Reference books

Handout_4

Appendix_4A

Thermometer

Appendix_4B

Appendix_4C

Handout_4

Appendix_4D
	1- T and Ss comment on the predictions and the actual weather of the previous days by looking up their chart (Handout_3C). This procedure will be repeated at the beginning of every English lesson during the time assigned to this routine (week, fortnight or month).

2- T divides the class in 4 groups.

3- Each group is assigned one element of weather (temperature, precipitation, wind or clouds) and looks for specific information about it in reference materials. They record their findings in Handout_4 with the help of the T.

4- Group 1 presents their findings to the rest of the class: what temperature is and what instrument we use to measure it. This group will show  the class a thermometer and explain how it works and how the scale is divided into degrees. Ss fill in their own Handout_4 with the info provided (answer key in Appendix_4A). H places the thermometer somewhere in the classroom and finds out the temperature there.

5- T elicits from Ss what kind of effects temperature has on our lives: our habits (what we do when it is too hot/too cold), our clothes, on plants and animals.

6- They can do the skin thermometers experiment (Appendix_4B).

7- T elicits more info about temperature from the Ss: how it changes over the day and over the year, how different places have different temperatures...

8- Group 2 explains what the wind is, how to measure its direction and force, what a wind vane looks like and how to grade wind force according to the Beaufort scale (Appendix_4C).

9- Meanwhile, Ss fill in their own Handout_4 with the info provided.

10- T asks Ss about the effects of wind in our lives: what happens with roof tiles or aerials with strong winds, what happens to trees with gales or hurricanes…

Optional:

-Ss could measure and record temperature around the school and/or out the school to get familiar with the procedure (Appendix_4D).
	-Let’s see how much you can remember...

-Which are the elements of weather we talked about last day?

-Temperature, wind, rainfall and clouds.

-Did you watch the weather forecast last evening? 

-What were their predictions for today?

-They said that it was going to…

-Have they guessed? Let’s represent it. H, can you record the information, please? 



	SUMMARY
	
	
	
	
	

	Ss reflect about elements of weather.
	
	
	
	
	

	OBJECTIVES
	
	
	
	
	

	-To understand oral and written texts. (3.1)

-To share information gathered through reading. (3.3) (2.2)

-To get familiar with vocabulary related to temperature and wind. (3.4)
	
	
	
	
	

	ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	
	
	
	
	

	-Follows teacher’s and peers’ explanations. (3.1)

-Gets information from different kinds of texts and shares it with the classmates. (3.1) (3.3) (2.2)

-Knows basic vocabulary related to temperature and wind. (3.4)
	
	
	
	
	


	ACTIVITY 5
	LANGUAGE

SKILS
	INTER

ACTION
	MATERIAL
	DESCRIPTION
	ORAL & WRITTEN PRODUCTION

	Elements of weather

‘Clouds, Rainfall’
	S

L

R

W


	BG

I

BG

I


	Handout_3C

Appendix_5A

Handout_4

Appendix_4A

P4-U1 materials

Appendix_5B
	1- T and Ss comment on the predictions and check their accuracy as suggested in act. 4.

2- Group 3 will explain what a cloud is and will show pictures of different types of clouds (Appendix_5A) including the ones that bring rain. They will also explain that we can distinguish one type of cloud from another by observing them.

3- Ss from the other 3 groups fill in Handout_4 with the info provided (answer key in Appendix_4A).

4- T and Ss talk about the effects of cloudy days on our lives: when do we need more light to study? What time do we switch on the light in winter? When do we spend more money on electricity?

5- T asks Ss where rain comes from and elicits their previous knowledge about the water cycle. They can use materials from P4 as a reminder.

6- Finally, group 4 presents their findings to the rest of the class: what precipitation is, types of precipitation and instruments to measure rainfall. They show them pictures of a rain gauge and T tells them about the scale used (ml/m2).

7- Meanwhile, Ss fill in their own Handout_4 with the info provided.

8- T elicits the effects of precipitation on our lives: when do we use more our cars, on rainy days or on sunny days?, when are there more traffic accidents, on rainy days or on sunny days?, what problems can we have if there is snow (can we go to school or to work?…), what can happen if there is too much rain ? (floods…)…

Optional:

-Ss could make a rain gauge, measure and record rainfall to get familiar with the procedure (Appendix_5B).
	-Did you watch the weather forecast last evening? 

-What were their predictions for today?

-They said that it was going to…

-Have they guessed? Let’s represent it. H, can you record the information, please? 

-They talked about the temperature. And what did they say? 

-They said that we were going to have around 20ºC

-They said that we were going to have wind from the West. Where is the west on this map? Look at the map of Spain, which region is in the West?…

	SUMMARY
	
	
	
	
	

	Ss reflect about elements of weather.
	
	
	
	
	

	OBJECTIVES
	
	
	
	
	

	-To understand oral and written texts. (3.1) (1.1)

-To share information gathered through reading. (3..3) (2.2)

-To get familiar with vocabulary related to clouds and rainfall. (3.4)
	
	
	
	
	

	ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	
	
	
	
	

	-Follows T’s explanations.  (1.1)

-Gets information from different kind of texts and shares it with the classmates.(3.1) (3.3) (2.2)

-Knows basic vocabulary related to clouds and rainfall. (3.4)

-Distinguishes basic types of clouds. (3.4)
	
	
	
	
	


	ACTIVITY 6
	LANGUAGE

SKILS
	INTER

ACTION
	MATERIAL
	DESCRIPTION
	ORAL & WRITTEN PRODUCTION

	Language awareness

Reflecting on language
	LSRW


	BG

SG

BG

SG

BG

SG

I

BG
	Appendix_6A

Handout_6

Appendix_6B
	The following activities are proposed to reflect on language from an intuitive point of view. They can be used all along Part I, interspersed among the other activities to promote reflection on a particular language field or point.

1- Vocabulary: T writes the elements of weather in different columns on the blackboard. Ss, in groups, think of as many words as they can (nouns, adjectives, verbs) related to each element and write them in turns under the corresponding heading. They try to explain their meaning. Then each group chooses one word from each column and tries to say a sentence related to weather forecasting using those words. They will work on spelling and pronunciation (Appendix_6A, exemplification for T). It makes it clear which words have to be learnt for assessment.

2- Pronunciation awareness: Ss, in groups, find words that contain the same sound as: weather, snow, showers, rain, thunder, sunny, wind… They group all contributions and make a poster with them.

3- Sayings about weather: Apart from the proverb they learnt in act. 2, Ss will discuss and learn some more sayings about weather. T can choose from the following ones or propose any of his/her own. It would be a good exercise to check if they are true. In Handout_6 an activity is proposed for the Ss to match both parts of each saying:

· When smoke descends, good weather ends.
· Before a rainstorm insects fly low and bite more
· When your bone joints hurt a storm is coming.
· Rain before seven quits before eleven.
· It will rain the same time the next day if the sun shines while it rains.
· April showers bring May flowers.
· Ring around the sun, time for fun. Ring around the moon, storm coming soon.
4- Future tense when predicting weather: T and Ss have a look at the weather forecast in newspapers and highlight the verb forms they use. T asks them if they are talking about something that has already happened or what is going  to happen later (next day, in a few days…). T tells them that it is called the future. They will use  “…is going to…” and “it will…” according to Appendix_6B.

Ss will use this reflection and their conclusions when observing the clouds and writing their own weather forecast.
	-Can you remind me the elements of weather?

-Let’s play a game. In a minute you have to think of as many words as you can related to temperature (wind, precipitation, clouds…). We will accept anything that reminds you of it but you have to explain how it is connected to temperature.

-Write the words in a scrap of paper.

-After a minute a person from each group will come and write them down on the b/b. We won’t accept repeated words.



	SUMMARY
	
	
	
	
	

	Ss reflect on language inferring rules from practice.
	
	
	
	
	

	OBJECTIVES
	
	
	
	
	

	-To reflect on language. (1.10)

-To infer grammar rules. (1.10)

-To practise grammar in context. (1.10)
	
	
	
	
	

	ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	
	
	
	
	

	-Gives hypotheses about language. (1.10)

-Solves activities based on reflection. (1.10)
	
	
	
	
	


	ACTIVITY 7
	LANGUAGE

SKILS
	INTER

ACTION
	MATERIALS
	DESCRIPTION
	ORAL & WRITTEN PRODUCTION

	Corners
	S

L

R

W
	SG

BG


	Corner materials

List of Ss in each corner

Handout_7A

Handout_7B

Handout_7C

Handout_7D

Handout_7E

Appendix_7

Appendix_5B
	1- Ss go to a corner in pairs or small groups. If T considers appropriate, T/H keeps a record in order to take turns in each one.

2- T asks some Ss what they have done in the different corners.

Note: suggested corners

-Computers: Internet (see recommended websites in the Introduction to the unit), activities for revision (Handout_7A)

-Revision / Worksheet corner: Handout_7B, Handout_7C, Handout_7D, Handout_7E, Appendix_7.

-‘The Express Picture Dictionary Activity Book’, Express Publishing (pages 70-71).

-Games:
-Pelmanism

-Memory Games

-Guessing games

-Snake & Ladders

-Handicrafts: making measuring instruments  such as a rain gauge... ( Appendix_5B)

-Pending Tasks 

-…


	-What have you done in the different corners?

-I’ve read a book. It was about …

-We’ve listened to a story. It was about …

-We’ve played a game called …

-I’ve drawn a picture. It’s a …

-…

-What do you think of it?

-I think it was …

-What did you learn?



	SUMMARY
	
	
	
	
	

	Ss work in corners.
	
	
	
	
	

	OBJECTIVES
	
	
	
	
	

	-To give information and opinions on work done (1.2).

-To be able to work autonomously in corners (2.1).

-To interact with T and peers (1.6).
	
	
	
	
	

	ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	
	
	
	
	

	-Says what s/he did in the corners and gives opinion (1.2).

-Keeps materials tidy (2.1).

-Interacts in English with T and peers in the corners (1.6).
	
	
	
	
	


	ACTIVITY 8
	LANGUAGE

SKILS
	INTER

ACTION
	MATERIAL
	DESCRIPTION
	ORAL & WRITTEN PRODUCTION

	Writing

Weather Forecast
	S

L

R

W
	BG

I

P

BG
	Handout_3A

Diaries

Appendix_8
	1- T and Ss comment on the predictions and check their accuracy as suggested in act. 4.

2- T elicits from Ss what elements have to be considered when forecasting the weather.

3- Ss are given copies of the chart with the daily predictions, what happened, etc. they represent number of rainy days, maximum and minimum temperatures…

4- Ss, individually write a prediction (pure invention) for the day on which they will have the next English lesson. T can help them with Appendix_8 for language scaffolding.

5- Ss read out forecasts. H records in chart main features.

6- Next session, they check who guessed best.


	-What was the weather forecast for today?

-They said that it was going to…

-Have they guessed? Let’s represent it. H, can you record the information, please?

-They talked about the temperature. And what did they say? 

-They said that we were going to have … ..ºC

-They said that we were going to have wind from the … Where is the west on this map? Look at the map of Spain. Where is the East, and the West? And the North? And the South?

-So, what do we have to consider when forecasting the weather?

-Temperature, wind, rainfall, clouds or sunshine…

-What have you predicted?

-I predicted that it was going to… and I was right/wrong…

	SUMMARY
	
	
	
	
	

	Ss write the weather forecast for the following day.
	
	
	
	
	

	OBJECTIVES
	
	
	
	
	

	-To write a weather forecast. (3.5)

-To contrast opinions with peers. (2.1) (3.5)
	
	
	
	
	

	ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	
	
	
	
	

	-Writes a weather forecast. (3.5)

-Contrasts predictions with peers. (2.1) (3.5)
	
	
	
	
	


	ACTIVITY 9
	LANGUAGE

SKILS
	INTER

ACTION
	MATERIALS
	DESCRIPTION
	ORAL & WRITTEN PRODUCTION

	Evaluation
	L

S

R

W


	BG

I

BG

SG


	Diary

b/b


	1- T and Ss have a look at the plan of Unit 1-Part I and Ss tick in their diaries the activities they carried out.

2- T asks Ss to write down their opinion about each activity (T writes down a range of opinions on the b/b, introducing some new ones) and to give reasons for it.

3- Ss write down the best activity for them and why.

4- T and Ss recall their learning objectives from the planning and assess what they have learnt in Part  I.

5- Finally Ss compare it with their group peers’ self-assessment.

6- T and Ss fill in the wall chart they started at the beginning of PI ("What we know about weather" and "What we want to know") with the info they have gathered along this part.

7- They should continue with this activity in PII and PIII until they complete the mind map of the unit, and answer their doubts.

	-Did we talk about…?

-Did we write in My Song Book?

-Did we sing a song?

-Did we ...?

-I think act.1 was… Excellent / Very nice / Nice / Not so nice / Bad / Funny / Boring / Interesting / too difficult / Easy / too long…
-Which has been the most interesting activity for you?

-The one I liked best was…because…
-My favourite activity was…because…

Self-assessment

-In this activity I’ve learnt...

-Now I know...

-Have you learnt vocabulary and expressions about weather?

-Do you understand symbols in weather forecasts?

-Can you write a weather forecast? Have you written it?

-Have you memorized the song? Can you sing it?



	SUMMARY
	
	
	
	
	

	Ss give their opinion of the activities done in PART  I  and review and assess what they have learnt.
	
	
	
	
	

	OBJECTIVES
	
	
	
	
	

	-To interact in English with T (1.6).

-To develop learning strategies. (2.1)
	
	
	
	
	

	ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	
	
	
	
	

	-Interacts in English with T (1.6).

-Assesses his/her own learning objectives. (2.1)
	
	
	
	
	


-To measure different elements of weather.


-To understand weather forecasts.


-To be able to talk about weather.


-To write a weather forecast.


-To understand simple oral and written texts related to weather


-To present work orally.


-To memorize a song.











My Songs


‘The Weather’











Planning











Weather forecasts


Symbols and language











Elements of weather


Temperature, Wind











Elements of weather


Clouds, Precipitation











Language awareness


Reflecting on Language











Writing


Weather Forecast











Corners











Evaluation
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