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	The

Legend

of

Isis

and

Osiris


	Osiris the mighty king. 
Osiris was a powerful king. 

He taught people agriculture and animal husbandry. He gave them laws and showed them how to worship the gods. 

Egypt became a mighty land. 

When Egypt was civilized, Osiris left to bring his teachings to other lands. 

While Osiris was away, he left his wife, Isis, in charge. She ruled the country in the same fashion. 

But Osiris had an enemy, his brother Seth. 
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	Isis 


Appearance: 

· Woman with headdress in the shape of a throne 

· A pair of cow horns with a sun disk 

Isis was a protective goddess. She used powerful magic spells to help people in need. 

Isis was the wife of Osiris and the mother of Horus. 
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Isis is often shown holding Horus on her lap.  
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This amulet is called the 'Isis knot' and is a symbol of protection. 

A temple was built to honour Isis at Philae. It is still standing today. 
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	Osiris
Appearance: 

· A mummified man wearing a white cone-like headdress with feathers 


Osiris was the god of the dead, and ruler of the underworld. 

Osiris was the brother/husband of Isis, and the brother of Nepthys and Seth. He was also the father of Horus. 
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As well as being a god of the dead, Osiris was a god of resurrection and fertility. In fact, the ancient Egyptians believed that Osiris gave them the gift of barley, one of their most important crops. 

A large temple was built to honour Osiris at Abydos. 
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	Seth plots against the king. 
Seth secretly learnt the measurements of Osiris and began building a very beautiful decorated box to fit those measurements. 

When the box was finished, Seth had a great feast and invited Osiris and the 72 conspirators. Osiris suspected nothing. 

When the feast was finished, Seth brought out the box. He offered it as a gift to anyone whom the box fit. One at a time they tried to fit into the box until it was Osiris' turn. 

He lay in the box suspecting nothing. The conspirators closed the lid and threw the great chest into the Nile river. 
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	Isis grieves for Osiris. 

Isis tried to find the body of her husband. She knew well, the dead could not rest until they have had a proper funeral. 

She asked every man and every woman if they had seen the giant box that contained her husband, but no one had. 

Finally, Isis asked some children who were playing by the Nile. They told her where Seth and the conspirators had thrown the chest into the river. 

After further investigation, and consultation with some demons, Isis learns that the chest had floated out to sea, to the land of Byblos.
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	The revenge of Horus. 

Osiris was resurrected as the king of the dead. One day, Osiris appears to Horus in the land of the living. 

He convinces Horus to avenge the wrongs that have been committed by Seth. So, Horus tracks down Seth and a huge battle begins. 

The battle turns first to one side, then to the other. 

It is said that this battle of good versus evil still rages, but some day, Horus will be victorious and on that day, Osiris will return to rule the world. 
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	Isis in the land of Byblos. 

Isis went the land of Byblos to recover the body of her husband. 

The queen asked Isis to be the nurse of one of the young princes. 

Each night Isis piled logs on a great fire to throw the child. Then she would change into a swallow and flutter about mournfully chirping for her dead husband. 

The queen saw it and took the baby. Isis revealed the queen her true identity and explained that with her magic the child would be a god, but now his immortality was lost. 

Isis explained to the queen why she had made the journey to Byblos and her desire to find her husband. The queen helped her. 
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	Isis Returns to Egypt. 
Isis took the big box and returned to Egypt. When she arrived, she opened the box and wept over her dead husband. 

She was joined by her sister, Nephthys in her sorrow. 
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	Seth's evil revisited. 

That night Seth stumbled upon the finely decorated box. He was furious, opened it and ripped Osiris into fourteen pieces and scattered them throughout Egypt. 

Isis sets out to find her husbands remains. Where ever she finds a piece of Osiris, she buries it, and builds a shrine in that place. This is the reason that Osiris has so many tombs in Egypt.
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