ANUBIS´

    CRUEL  

       FATE

*Anubis belongs to the Eschevon.
*Oshay belongs to the Kataran.

The Kataran and The Eschevon are enemies.
LONG AGO Oshay ran through the woods. Anubis was catching up to her. She stopped and hid behind a tree, waiting for him to run past her. She waited and waited with no sign of him. Her curiosity piqued, Oshay stepped out into the open. Suddenly, Anubis jumped out from the bushes and grabbed her around the waist. She grabbed him in return and kissed him hard. The two of them fell to the moss-covered ground, laughing. They just lay there for the longest time, enjoying the beauty of the summer day, comfortable in each other’s arms.

(ANUBIS) I wish we could stay like this forever.

(OSHAY) Oh, Anubis. You don’t know how much I wish it could be so. But you know they’ll never let us be together.

(ANUBIS) Then let’s leave. Run away. We could start our own family somewhere else.

(OSHAY) And leave behind everything we know? All our loved ones? I’ve heard how mighty you were against the Zurite invaders. Your exploits have made you famous
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in the valley and beyond. They say it is guaranteed that you will be a Third War-Leader in only a few years. Your father is so proud of you. Would you give all that up so easily?

(ANUBIS) Your father wants you to marry the son of the Keo Marou. Is that what you want? I would do anything for you, Oshay. If you say the word I will leave my family and fame and take you away from here.

(OSHAY) And hate me in a few years? No. I could 
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never do that to you.

(ANUBIS) Then speak to your father. Ask him about me. Our people have had bad relations for many generations, but perhaps we could convince them to make an alliance marriage between us.

(Oshay) Father is too rigid. Every time I start to bring the subject up, he becomes so angry.

(ANUBIS) What about your brother? Your father and he are very close. Perhaps he could speak to him on our behalf.

(OSHAY) I will have to convince my brother first. But he is much more open-minded than father. And he always talks as if he’d rather have peace. Some of the older warriors only talk of the glory of war.

The two of them lay there a while longer, not speaking. Their happiness at being together was spoilt by the fact that they might soon be separated forever.

A voice surprised them.  

(CYMKARA) Oshay! Oshay! Where are you?
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Oshay got up quickly.

(OSHAY) It’s my cousin, Cymkara. She can’t find us together. You have to go.

(ANUBIS) Alright. But I’ll meet you at our secret place tomorrow, same time.

(OSAHY) I don’t know if I can make it…

(CYMKARA) Oshay! Oshay!

Oshay kissed Anubis passionately.  

(OSHAY) I’ll be there. And I’ll speak to my brother. Now, hurry. Go!
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He fled into the woods as Oshay went the other way to meet up with her cousin.

Oshay talked her brother Ket into coming to the hot springs with her to meet Anubis. 
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(KET) So little one. Where is the one who has stolen your heart?

(OSHAY) He’ll be here soon, Ket. I need you to promise me you’ll try to be nice to him. Please.

(KET) Of course. If you love him, I’m sure he is a worthy man. I would be honoured to meet him. 

Just then Anubis appeared. Ket turned, and seeing Eschevon tribe colours, quickly drew his sword.  

(KET) Get back, Oshay! 

Anubis didn’t know what was going on, but drew his own blade for protection.

(OSHAY) Ket, no! You can’t fight him. Please! He’s the one. 

(KET) Oshay! Have you lost your mind? He’s Eschevon! Our oldest and deadliest enemies. And this 

one… I recognise him. He’s one of their most bloodthirsty warriors! It has to be a trick. He must be using you to get to us!

He pushed Oshay behind him.
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Anubis was beginning to understand. He looked at Oshay.  

(ANUBIS) Is this your brother? Did you tell him about me?

Oshay nodded.

Anubis slid his sword back into its scabbard. 

(ANUBIS) Since you are Oshay’s brother, I will not fight you.

(KET) Then you will die, because I will not let you hurt my clan or my sister.

(ANUBIS) I love your sister. I would not hurt her for the world.

Ket charged Anubis with his blade held high. Oshay screamed for him to stop. Anubis did not move. Ket brought his sword down to strike Anubis, but stopped just short of his head. The two stared at each other for several minutes. Suddenly, Ket sheathed his sword. To Oshay’s astonishment and relief, he started to laugh.

(KET) Either you are very brave, Eschevon. Or very stupid. A little of both I fear.
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Anubis and Oshay convinced him they were serious and wanted to marry. Ket was not happy about the relationship, but he was smart. He could think of the peace that might come out of an alliance marriage between the daughter of the Kataran Clan-Chief and the son of the Eschevon First War-Leader. And he wanted Oshay to be happy. He promised them he would go with Oshay to their father and try to talk him about the marriage. Oshay agreed. She and Anubis decided to meet again the next day to exchange information.
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Things did not go well.

(OSHAY) Father! He’s not some monster. Yes he’s Eschevon, but he’s kind and decent and loving. And he means the world to me. If you would only meet him, get to know him…

(FATHER) I would never have believed it! My own 

daughter a traitor to her people.

Ket was angry. 

(KET) Father that is an unworthy thing to say about a loyal daughter of the Kataran. Do you think she is so stupid that she would fall for pretty words and empty promises? I have met this Anubis. He is an honorable man and I believe he truly loves Oshay. You have always trusted my judgement before. Please trust it now.

(FATHER) Ket! Even you turn against me? What magic does this warrior have that he can fool the Clan-Chief’s children? Do you long so badly for peace that you would hand us over to the Eschevon to obtain it?

(KET) Father! A joining between Oshay and Anubis 
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would only be good for us all!  We could finally have true lasting peace. You know the Eschevon consider marriage ties as strong as those of blood—just as we do. 

(FATHER) Now you question my judgement? Oshay must marry one of The Keo tribe. Their people are skilled craftsman and armoires. An alliance with the Keo is beneficial to us all.
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(KET) Then marry one of your other daughters to the Keo. Leska thinks the son of the Keo Marou is a magnificent warrior. They would make a good couple. Then Oshay would be free to marry Anubis.
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(FATHER) ENOUGH! Both of you get out of my sight before I forget you’re two of my dearest children.

Oshay had told Anubis she did not want to run away from everything she knew, but perhaps there was no other way.  

(OSHAY) Father. I love you dearly. But I love him as a woman does when she wants to spend the rest of her life with a man. I will be with him.  Even if that means leaving you forever.

(FATHER) Guards!

His two house-guards ran into the room.  

(FATHER) Confine this woman to her room. Make sure she is comfortable, but she can not leave nor have guests.

(KET) Only heartache will come of this, Father. I
thought you were a fair, reasonable man. I guess I was wrong.

Anubis´s father reacted just as badly. He told him 
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that if he wanted Oshay, to take her as a slave. An honourable marriage was out of the question. He swore if Anubis compromised the safety of the Eschevon people, he would kill him himself!. 

Anubis did not sleep at all that night, but thought of what kind of response Oshay would get from her father. When morning came he went to meet Oshay.

Oshay knew Anubis would be waiting for her so she scaped from her bedroom, ran to the woods and hid until Anubis arrived. Oshay knew Ket would not give their secret away. Anubis and Oshay then agreed to run away together. Oshay could not go back to her village, so she 
was going to wait there for Anubis. He was going to get supplies and horses and come back for Oshay. But he never returned!!!
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Anubis neared his village, but something was wrong. Fire! He ran as fast as he could. When he got closer he could see such devastation and death.  Bodies littered the dusty pathways between the buildings. He ran to his father’s house only to find everyone inside dead. Father’s body was there. Anubis turned away in anguish. Someone had cut off his head. Like a crazed man, he searched the village for any survivors. No one was left alive. Who could have done such a thing? 

The sound of many galloping horses startled him. He drew his sword and with a mad cry headed in that direction. He was wild with anger. He did not care if he
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was one man against a thousand, he would die to avenge his kin. Then he saw them, riding up the hill. He recognised the one from across the field of battle. Arkes, Oshay´s father! Clan-Chief of the Kataran! The 

other warrior was Ket! Anubis would make them pay. By his father’s sword, they would pay!

But The Kataran did not wipe out the Eschevon. It was Talpa, the evil.

After many centuries without a body, Talpa became impatient and a bit mad. He needed one more warrior and had not been able to find one right for the Armor of Cruelty. Then he saw Anubis. He was the one. But Anubis would not agree with Talpa. He realised Anubis would need an extra push so he sent his demons to destroy the Eschevon disguised as Kataran warriors. And Talpa made sure Anubis saw them. 

The  moment a Warlord lost his soul to Talpa’s control was the moment he used the armors for evil purposes. 
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Anubis was tricked into taking innocent lives. He 

thought The Kataran were guilty. 

Talpa used Anubis but he had the strength to break free. Anubis helped other people when they needed it 

the most. Anubis saved lots of lives and people trust him completely.

What happened with The Kataran was not his fault. That Talpa killed those people. Life went on and Anubis had to go on, too. There was no choice. There was a great evil in the world and he had the power to stop it.  He could not give up, or turn his back on that. And the most important thing was that no matter what, Anubis would never have to face his fears alone because he was among friends. 

THE END
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