	God
	Description

	Apollo
	God of the sun, music, poetry, prophecy, and healing

	Bacchus
	God of wine

	Ceres
	Corn goddess

	Cupid
	God of love

	Diana
	Goddess of fertility, hunting, and the moon

	Faunus
	God of prophecy

	Flora
	Goddess of flowers

	Janus
	God of gates and doors

	Juno
	Goddess of marriage and women

	Jupiter
	Supreme god; lord of heaven

	Lares
	Gods of the household and state

	Libitina
	Goddess of funerals

	Maia
	Goddess of growth and increase

	Mars
	God of war

	Mercury
	Messenger god; also god of commerce

	Minerva
	Goddess of wisdom, the arts, and trades

	Mithras
	The sun god; god of light

	Neptune
	God of the sea

	Pales
	Goddess of flocks and shepherds

	Pluto
	God of the underworld

	Pomona
	Goddess of fruit trees and fruit

	Proserpine
	Goddess of the underworld

	Saturn
	God of seed time and harvest

	Venus
	Goddess of beauty and love

	Vertumnus
	God of the seasons

	Vesta
	Goddess of the hearth

	Vulcan
	God of fire
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Saturn is the Roman god of agriculture. He is the father of Jupiter, Ceres, Juno and many others. 

He introduced agriculture and viniculture in Latium. This event brought a period of peace, happiness and prosperity, the Golden Age. 

In memory of this Golden Age, the Romans celebrated Saturnalia on December 17. This festival lasted seven days. Business was suspended, the roles of master and slaves were reversed and gifts were exchanged. 

-I-
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Mars is the god of war. In early Roman history he was a god of spring, growth in nature, and fertility, and the protector of cattle.  He is the son of Jupiter and Juno. 

He had several festivals in his honour. The Armilustrium was held on October 19, and on this day the weapons of the soldiers were ritually purified and stored for winter.

Mars is portrayed as a warrior in full battle armour, wearing a crested helmet and bearing a shield. His sacred animals are the wolf and the woodpecker. 

The month March (Martius) is named after him.
-X-


	Diana is the Roman goddess of nature, fertility and childbirth. 

She is closely identified with the Greek goddess Artemis. 
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Diana is also a moon-goddess and was originally worshipped in sacred forests. Her priest lived in Aricia and if a man was able to kill him with a bough broken from a tree in this forest, he would become priest himself.

She is portrayed as a huntress accompanied by a deer. 
-IX-


	
	Júpiter is the supreme god of the Romans. He is a god of light and sky, and protector of the state and its laws. He is a son of Saturn and brother of Neptune and Juno (who is also his wife). 
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The Romans worshipped him especially as Jupiter Optimus Maximus (all-good, all-powerful). 

He is the ruler of the universe and the god of the state who distributes laws. 

His English name is Jove.

Jupiter is completely identical to Greek Zeus.

-II-


	Juno is the protector of the Roman state and queen of the gods. She is a daughter of Saturn and sister (but also the wife) of the chief god Jupiter and the mother of Juventas, Mars, and Vulcan. 

As the patron goddess of Rome and the Roman empire she was called Regina ("queen"). 
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She can be identified with the Greek goddess Hera. She is a majestical figure, wearing a diadem on the head. The peacock is her symbolic animal.

-III-
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Venus is the Roman goddess of love and beauty. 

Venus is the daughter of Jupiter, and some of her lovers include Mars and Vulcan. 

Ceasar introduced the cult of Venus Genetrix, the goddess of motherhood and marriage, and built a temple for her in 46 BCE. 

Roman statues and portraits of Venus are usually identical to the Greek representations of Aphrodite. 

-VIII-
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Faunus was the god of wild nature and fertility. He was later identified with the Greek Pan and also assumed some of Pan's characteristics such as the horns and hooves. 

His feast, the Lupercalia, was celebrated on 15th February. Priests (called the Luperci) wearing goat skins walked through the streets of Rome and hit the spectators with belts made from goat skin. 

He is accompanied by the fauns, analogous to the Greek satyrs. 

The wolf skin, wreath, and a goblet are his attributes. 

-VII-
	
	Minerva was goddess of wisdom, war, the arts, industry, justice and skill. She was the favourite child of Jupiter.
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Her mother was a goddess of wisdom. Jupiter swallowed her and she began to make a robe and helmet for her daughter. Jupiter had terrible headaches,  Hephaestus ran to his father and split his skull open and from it emerged Minerva, fully grown and wearing a helmet.

She is the Greek Athena. Her usual attribute is the owl.

-IV-




	Neptune is the god of the sea. He was brother of Jupiter. 

He and his brothers divided the universe: Neptune became ruler of the sea, Jupiter ruled the sky, and Hades got the underworld. 

In Greek mythology he is Poseidon. His symbols  include: dolphins, tridents, and three-pronged fish spears. 
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-V-
	
	Ceres was the goddess of agriculture, grain, and the love a mother bears for her child. 

Ceres is identified with the Greek Demeter. 

She is the daughter of Saturn and the mother of Proserpina.

Her festival, the Cerealia, was celebrated on April 19. Ceres is portrayed with a sceptre, a basket with flowers or fruits, and a garland made of the ears of corn.

-VI-
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