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	The Twelve Labours of Hercules




	Hercules, identified with the Greek half-god Heracles, was the god of victory and of all commercial activities.

There were many temples to Hercules in Rome and in other Roman cities. 

Anything could be offered to Hercules who was known for his gluttony.

Hercules performed twelve heroic labours for the king of Mycenae, Eurystheus. 

-I-
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-X-


	Seventh labour: he ordered him to bring the Cretan Bull.

Eighth labour: he asked him to bring the mares of Diomedes the Thracian to Mycenae.

Ninth labour: he asked Hercules to bring the belt of Hippolyte, the queen of the Amazons.

Tenth labour: he was ordered to fetch the cows of Geryon from Erythia.

Eleventh labour: to fetch golden apples from the Hesperides.

-IX-
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First labour: To kill and skin the Nemean lion, a giant animal with a hide that no iron, bronze or stone point would go through.

Solution: Hercules trapped the animal in its own cave with a net and strangled it with his own arms.

-II-
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Second labour: To destroy the Lernaean Hydra, a monster with the body of a dog and nine snake heads; one head was immortal. It was very venomous.
Solution: Every time Hercules cutt off one head, three more grew in its place. Hercules cut off the head that was immortal and buried it in the ground. He dipped his arrows in the animal’s gall to make them deadly.

-III-
	
	 These were the rest of the labours:

Third labour: Eurystheus ordered him to bring the Cerynitian hind (female deer) alive to Mycenae.

Fourth labour:  he ordered him to bring the Erymanthian boar alive.

Sixth labour: he asked him to chase away the Stymphalian birds.

-VIII-


	Twelfth labour: The last and the most difficult task was to bring back the three-headed dog, Cerberus from the underworld.

Solution: Hercules descended to the underworld. He crossed the River Styx. He found the dog chained to the gates. He gripped the dog by its throat. Hercules choked the creature; he was protected by his lion’s skin. He dragged the dog into the upper air. As it reached the light, the dog barked and slavered from its three mouths.

-VII-
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Fifth labour: To clean out the dirty Stables of Augeias in one day. The dung in Augeias’ cattle yard had notr been cleaned in many years and the smell spread all over Greece.

Solution: Hercules first cut two holes in the wall of the yard. Then he diverted two rivers so they rushed through the yard into the stable.

-IV-


	. 


-V-
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-VI-
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Constellation of Hercules
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