INEBI 6. UNIT 3                           The Universe   Part 3: Looking for/after an ideal planet

PART 3

LOOKING FOR AND LOOKING AFTER AN IDEAL PLANET

	 The teaching objectives of this part of the unit aim at learning about the necessary conditions that enable life on a planet as well as promoting ecological attitudes towards our planet. It also aims at introducing students to creative writing.
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Activity 1: “The Sombrero Aliens”


Description 

This is a storytelling activity where students are going to deal with concepts related to conditions for life and the Earth’s environmental problems such as pollution and global warming.

General objectives

To  share previous knowledge about the new topic by answering to the teacher’s questions in a whole class situation.

To show interest and  motivation to learn more, both content and language.

 To show general understanding of the topic by producing and presenting  different written and oral tasks
Procedure

· Step 1: T presents Part III planning and explains what is going to be done in each activity and which are the contents they are going to deal with in this part.

· Step 2: T shows learners the cover (if Power Point Presentation printed) or the PPP first slide. Next, T asks the students what the title suggests to them and what they think the story is about.

· Step 3: T reads out the story (if Power Point Presentation printed) or shows them the PPP, and stops leaving the story without an end. 

· Step 4: In groups Ss discuss a possible ending for the story, write it and read it out for the rest.

· Step 5: T reads out the rest of the story (if Power Point Presentation printed) or allows them to continue watching the PPP. Compare the different endings, the ones invented by the Ss and the one in the story. T asks Ss to infer what elements are important for life on a planet and to list them on the blackboard.

Materials

“The Sombrero Aliens” Power Point Presentation or printed version + audio, diary or notebook.

Language

	Water

Heat

Bacteria

Atmosphere

Rocky planet


	Global warming

Pollution

Ozone layer

Forest devastation


	


Time: 1 or 2 sessions.
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Activity 2: Let’s make a comic


Description

Ss draw a short comic (4 pictures minimum) related to this topic: conditions for life. They can use “The Sombrero Aliens” story as a model.

General objectives

To show general understanding of the topic by producing and presenting  different written and oral tasks

To cooperate in order to share information about the subject.
Procedure

· Step 1: T reminds the Ss of the story and encourages them to say thing we can do to look after our planet and them shows Ss a comic strip. (h.3.1.)

· Step 2: With the teacher’s help, Ss point out some of the different elements important in a comic: characters, speech bubbles, lines of movement, narrator’s words, etc. (handout h.3.2)

· Step 3: Ss plan their comic by writing a layout (not drawing yet). T reminds the students the topic for their comic: “Looking after our planet” They have to make decisions about character/s, plot, including or not a narrator. 

· Step 4:  Ss draw and write a draft.  T decides about the techniques they are going to use to check their draft: checking own work, checking partner’s work, having work checked by teacher, checking all together on the blackboard. This process is very important and it takes time and a great deal of effort, but it enables learners to reflect on what they write and how. (handout h.3.3)
· Step 5: Ss present a definitive version in front of the class. They can include their comic strips in their scrapbook or organize an exhibition in the classroom.
Materials

h.3.1, h.3.2 and h.3.3.

Language

	Global warming

Pollution

Ozone layer

Forest devastation
	Recycle litter

Plant trees

Reduce pollution

Avoid using...


	Imperative

Should...




Time: 3 sessions
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Activity 3: Conditions for life


Description

Ss get different characteristics of a planet through a dice game. They have to follow the instructions to play the game. In the end they have to decide if their planet fulfils the conditions needed for life.
General objectives

To learn about and understand the basic forces and components of the universe: galaxies, distances, gravity, orbits, stars and planets and conditions for life

To show general understanding of the topic by producing and presenting  different written and oral tasks
Procedure

· Step 1: T gives the written instructions of a dice game (h.3.4). Ss in groups read them and explain to the rest what they understood.

· Step 2: They play the game (h.3.5) with the teacher in a big group and they check if they understood it properly or not.

· Step 3: While they play Ss have to take notes about the characteristics they get from the game.

· Step 4: T gives h.3.6. handout with some information about conditions for life. Ss compare the characteristics they have with the information given in this text. In the end they have to explain to the rest of the group what their planets are like and if life is possible there or not and why. 

Materials

Instructions for the game (h.3.4) Dice game (h.3.5), dice, notebook or diary, information on conditions for life (h.3.6).

Language

· Teacher – Students and Student-student interaction.

· Vocabulary related to the topic.

	· Questions

Because...

So...

If ...
	High

Low

Warm

Suitable

Severe
	Violent

Strong
	Volcano eruptions

Storms

Winds

Ozone layer


	Algae

Cells

Bacteria




· Time: 1 or 2 sessions
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Activity 4: My imaginary planet.


Description

This activity intends to summarise the concepts dealt in this third part of the unit. Ss have to write a text that they will attach to their scrapbook. This text will include a description of an imaginary planet, located in an imaginary galaxy as well as conditions for life (astrobiology), forms of life (biodiversity), advice on how to take care of it (ecology) comparisons between our planet and their imaginary one. 

General objectives

To search for the necessary information in an autonomous way.

To show general understanding of the topic by producing and presenting  different written and oral tasks
Procedure

· Step 1: T hands out the instructions for the task to be carried out individually allowing the teacher’s or partners’ help. 

· Step 2: They will have to follow the instructions given in h.3.7. handout.

· Step 3: Ss write drafts and read them to check them. After that they will exchange the drafts and a second checking will be carried out by partners. Finally, the teacher will check them using different techniques: individual checking sheet, all together in front of the class, …

· Step 4:  In the end the students write a definitive version to add it to their scrapbook. 
Materials

h.3.7, scrapbook.

Language
· Interaction T - Ss.

· Descriptive text:  adjectives, comparisons, and nouns.

· Explanation text: because…, so …, if …

· Vocabulary used in the whole unit.

Time

3 sessions.
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